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1900
For the first time, all Native 
Americans were counted on 
the US Census, enumerated on 
reservations as well as in the 
general population. 
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The Harlem 369th Infantry Regiment 
was called to service and sent to France. 
Disdained by American armed forces 
because of widespread racism, they served 
with the French forces, which accepted 
them as equals.  The Regiment earned the 
name “Hellfighters” from the Germans 
because they never lost a man through 
capture, lost a trench or a foot of ground to 
the enemy.
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A steel strike started, which became one of the longest in 
the history of the industry.  The United Steelworkers of 
America won concessions from industry, but thereafter, 
companies began to import steel, marking the beginning 
of the collapse of the American steel. 

 

Wisconsin became the first state to outlaw 
discrimination based on sexual orientation.

Congress adopted the Gender Equity in Education Act, or 
Title IX,  to train teachers in gender equity, promote math 
and science learning by girls, counsel pregnant teens, and 
prevent sexual harassment.

Clinton’s Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement 
Act led to a massive increase in policing, authorized 
the Violence Against Women Act, and led to a massive 
increase in the prison population.

Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant 
Responsibility Act of 1996 vastly changed 
immigration laws because it expanded the 
grounds for detaining and deporting immigrants.

33% of working people had jobs paying at or below the 
federal poverty level. Many of these jobs left workers 
unable to afford housing, medical care, or adequate food. 
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Japanese Americans and 
Aleutian Natives were 
placed in internment camps.

1910

Restitution Acts of 1988 provided reparations 
for the internment of Japanese and Aleutian 
Americans during World War Two. 

Charles Curtis became the 
first American of Indian 
descent to be elected to the 
US Senate.  He later served 
as Herbert Hoover’s Vice 
President. 

The military created women’s 
branches in each of the armed services. 
Close to 350,000 women served in the 
WAVES (Navy), WACS (Army), SPARS 
(Coast Guard), MCWR (Marines), and 
WASP (Air Force).

The “Tuskegee Airmen” – the first black 
aviators to serve in the armed forces – 
were deployed to Europe where they 
earned many citations for their 
outstanding service.

Workers went on strike in what 
became known as the “Bread 
and Roses” strike, led by the 
Industrial Workers of the World, 
culminating in 23,000 workers 
on strike.

The Imperial Japanese Navy Air 
Service launched a military strike on 
the U.S. naval base at Pearl Harbor.  
The United States entered the war on 
the side of the Allies.  24,521 
reservation Indians and another 
20,000 off-reservation Indians served 
in the military effort (10 percent of 
the American Indian population or 
one-third of all able-bodied Native 
American men). Navajo were 
recruited into the army to securely 
code information during the war. Axis 
code breakers were unable to 
decipher their messages.

Congress passed the Indian Citizenship Act, 
also known as the Snyder Act, which granted 
all Native Americans full citizenship.  That 
same year, the Immigration Act limited 
immigrants in the US through a quota 
system. 

Ku Klux Klan was revived and 
operating in 27 states. About 83 
soldiers were lynched.

Although women represented 20% of the labor force 
and blacks earned 60% less wages, they remained 
unrepresented by the American Federation of Labor.

The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire 
killed 146 workers, most of them 
women and girls.  The factory owners 
had locked the doors, preventing 
people from escaping the factory on 
the 8th and 9th floors of a tall building.  
Some died of fire; others leapt to their 
deaths.

.  

W.E.B. Du Bois and William 
Monroe Trotter founded the 
Niagara Movement.  The 
movement was founded in 
protest of Booker T. 
Washington’s accommodation 
to the violence of the Jim Crow 
era.  Du Bois declared, “We will 
not be satisfied to take one jot 
or tittle less than our full 
manhood rights. We claim for 
ourselves every single right that 
belongs to a freeborn American, 
political, civil and social; and 
until we get these rights we will 
never cease to protest and 
assail the ears of America.”

By 1904, workers had participated in 4,000 
strikes across the country to demand shorter 
work days and increased wages. 

Taylorism, as a means of increasing efficiency, was 
introduced into manufacturing. It made workers 
interchangeable, increased the task-based division of 
labor, and divested individuals from their humanity. 

Congress passed the Antiquities Act which 
declared all Native American artifacts found on 
federal land, including the bones of the deceased, 
to be federal property.

The National Civic Federation developed the 
framework for workmen’s compensation 
insurance.

Oahu Sugar Strike occurred, a multiracial 
strike in Hawaii of the Filipino American and 
the Japanese American unions.

The amendment to the Constitution 
granting women the right to vote, 
and originally drafted by Susan B. 
Anthony five decades earlier, was 
passed by Congress.  It was ratified, 
and became the 19th Amendment, 
in 1920.

The Allies carried out a successful 
invasion of Europe, landing on 
Normandy beaches on June 6th, D-Day.  
This offensive successfully led to the 
defeat of Germany in May, 1945.  

1981

In Meritor Savings Bank v. Vinson, 
the US Supreme Court found that 
sexual harassment is a form of 
illegal job discrimination.

A new illness was identified among gay 
men and called “Gay-Related Immune 
Disease” but renamed Acquired Immune 
Deficiency Syndrome in 1982.  The AIDS 
pandemic has caused millions of death, 
with millions living with the infection.  

President Reagan fired 11,359 striking 
air-traffic controllers (PATCO) who 
ignored his order for them to return to 
work.  The breaking of the PATCO strike, a 
decline in manufacturing jobs and 
weakened protection from the National 
Labor Relations Board left many workers 
exposed and less likely to view strikes as 
a viable solution to seek change.

The US entered WWI April 6, 
1917. Twelve thousand 
Native Americans enlisted in 
the US Military despite not 
yet being recognized as 
American citizens.  The 
Industrial Workers of the 
World had 48 union meeting 
halls across the country 
raided and leaders charged 
with conspiring to hinder the 
draft and encourage 
desertion. 101 IWW leaders 
were found guilty and 
sentenced with jail time, thus 
closing the union.

On March 3, Los Angeles police used force to arrest Rodney King after a San Fernando 
Valley traffic stop. The beating of King was captured on videotape and broadcast widely 
prompting an investigation and subsequent trial of three officers. A year after, the 
verdict triggered a three day uprising in Los Angeles called the Rodney King Riot that 
results in over 50 people killed, over 2,000 injured and 8,000 arrested.The Soviet Union dissolved following the 

resignation of Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev, ending the Cold War. 

Indian Arts and Crafts Act was 
created to protect the artistic and 
intellectual property of Alaskan 
natives and American Indians.

The wage gap between corporate 
CEO’s and the average factory 
worker increased from 40 times in 
1980 to 93 times in 1989. 

The struggle of Rev. Ben Chavis and his supporters 
to block a toxic waste dump in Warren County, 
North Carolina launched a national campaign 
against environmental racism.

 A revolt broke out in New York State’s Attica Prison.  National Guard stormed 
the facility to take it back from the prisoners.  Forty-two people were killed, 
including 10 hostages.

Members of the American Indian 
Movement occupied Wounded Knee for 
71 days and highlighted the struggle 
between Native Americans and the US 
government, particularly in relation to 
land treaties.  This was one of several 
occupations by AIM during the 1970s.

Richard Nixon became the first 
President of the United States to 
resign from office, an action taken 
to avoid being removed by 
impeachment and conviction in 
response to his role in the 
Watergate Scandal. 

The Community Reinvestment Act encouraged lenders to invest in all segments of 
their communities and address the disinvestment in poor and minority 
neighborhoods caused by redlining.
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1978

Women’s Army Corps was abolished and women 
were integrated into the regular Army. 

In the decision in Oliphant v. 
Suquamish Indian Tribe, the 
US Supreme Court limited the 
scope and ability of Native 
American courts to try and 
punish non-natives who 
committed offenses on native 
territories.

Indian Child Welfare act was passed to protect Native 
Children and keep them connected to their tribes 
whenever possible. This came after a longstanding 
history of Native children being removed from their 
families and tribes.  

The US Supreme Court overturned state 
bans on abortion in the decision Roe vs. 
Wade. US government started coercively 
sterilizing Native American women, 
which continued until 1976.

1973News reports of the “Tuskegee Syphilis 
Study” led to condemnation of the 
research which had followed 399 black 
men with syphilis since 1932, blocking 
their access to treatment, even after 
penicillin was identified and became the 
treatment of choice.

Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act passed and 220 Native villages and twelve 
Regional Corporations received and divided the title for 40 million acres of land.

500,000 people in Washington DC, and 125,000 in San Francisco turned out to 
protest the war in Vietnam.  A few weeks later, a Harris poll claimed that 60% of 
the American people opposed the war.  

The United Farm Workers 
Association, the largest and most 
important farm worker union in 
the nation, was founded. 

The Stonewall Riots – a rebellion led by trans 
women of color against police violence and raids 
of gay bars such as The Stonewall Inn – marked 
the start of the modern gay rights movement in 
the US. 

After the arrest of cab driver John Smith, protests broke out in Newark, NJ, which 
turned violent.  The rebellion lasted for six days; 26 people died and hundreds were 
injured.  This was the beginning of a “long hot summer,” in which 159 so-called 
“race riots” broke out in cities across the US.  Those in Detroit and Newark were 
among the most serious. The Kerner Commission investigated the riots.  The most 
famous quote from its report warned, “Our nation is moving toward two societies, 
one black, one white—separate and unequal.”

The Voting Rights Act, a landmark piece of 
federal legislation, was enacted at the height 
of the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s.  
Congress also passed the Social Security Act, 
which established Medicaid, and 
desegregated hospitals. 

The Women’s Strike for Equality marched down Fifth Avenue.  
Multicultural women’s advancement associations emerged and 
within the next four years the following groups advocating on 
behalf of women urged equality in all spheres of society for all 
women: North American Indian Women’s Association, National 
Chicana Conference, National Conference of Puerto Rican 
Women, and the National Black Women’s Feminist Organization.

Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Fred Shuttlesworth, 
Ralph Abernathy, and 
others were arrested in 
Birmingham for parading 
without a permit.  King 
wrote his “Letter from a 
Birmingham Jail.” He 
delivered his famous 
speech, “I have a dream,” 
later that year at the 
March on Washington 

By the time World War II ended, 
between 55 and 80 million people had 
been killed, including the Holocaust – 
systematic killing of six million Jews, as 
well as members of some other religions, 
Roma, homosexuals, political opponents 
of Nazism, and the disabled. 

1970
Four students were killed 
by National Guardsmen 
during an anti-war 
demonstration at Kent 
State University.  This led 
to a nationwide boycott of 
colleges and universities.

1960

On June 19, the Poor Peoples Campaign brought 
50,000 demonstrators to Washington, DC.

 The United States 
dropped atomic bombs 
on the Japanese cities of 
Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. Over 129,000 
people were killed.  This 
led to the surrender of 
Japan and the end of the 
war. 

Martin Luther King, Jr., was 
assassinated in Memphis, TN, at 
the Lorraine Motel.  Rebellions 
erupted in major American cities, 
lasting for several days afterward.

Betty Friedan published Feminine 
Mystique, which re-awakened the 
women’s movement. 

On April 15, 150 black and white students 
gathered at Shaw University in Raleigh, 
North Carolina to form the Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee 
(SNCC).

1961
On May 24, A Freedom Riders bus 
was fire- bombed near Anniston, 
Alabama and the civil rights 
protestors were beaten by an 
angry mob of Ku Klux Klan 
members. Ten days later, Freedom 
Riders were arrested in Jackson, 
Mississippi for “disturbing the 
peace” after disembarking from 
their bus.

On September 4th, Governor Orville 
Faubus of Arkansas called out the 
National Guard to prevent black 
students from enrolling in Central 
High School.  President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower sent federal troops to 
Arkansas to provide safe passage in 
the high school for the Little Rock 
Nine. 

National Indian Health Service was 
formed, providing the main source of 
health care for Native Americans.

North Korea invaded South Korea, marking 
the beginning of the Korean War. The war 
paved the way for the development of 
stark economic, political, and social 
differences between the two Koreas.

The National Negro Labor Council was 
founded at its first Convention in Cincinnati, 
Ohio.  Viola Brown, one of the speakers, told 
the assembled black workers and their allies, 
““We in the South think that organized 
workers in this country must join with the 
worker in the South and accept their fair share 
of the responsibility for beating back the 
forces of reaction on the unorganized 
Southern front… We need not continue to be 
driven backwards in the South.  We need not 
let the South remain an unorganized base for 
us and an organized base for reaction and 
fascism.  We in the South believe turn can be 
made… if, together, we see that a turn must 
be made… and if together, North and South, 
we begin to make it.”

On July 26, 1948, President Harry S. Truman signed 
executive order 9981 establishing the President’s Committee 
on Equality of Treatment and Opportunity in the Armed 
Services, and committing the government to integrating the 
segregated military. 

Jackie Robinson broke the color 
barrier in baseball.

Congress passed the “Federal Housing Act” – more 
popularly known as “urban renewal” – which was 
designed to eliminate “blight” from American cities by 
cleaning downtown “slum” neighborhoods, often 
important African American ghetto neighborhoods.

On December 1st, Rosa Parks was 
arrested for refusing to give up her seat 
on a Montgomery bus.  This triggered 
the Montgomery Bus Boycott, one of the 
most important and difficult civil 
protests of the era.  African Americans in 
Montgomery boycotted the buses for 
381 days, until a Supreme Court ruling 
abolished segregation on the buses.

President Harry Truman announced the Truman Doctrine, 
which signaled the beginning of the Cold War.  Tension 
between the Western bloc and the Eastern bloc lasted until 
1991, when the Soviet Union collapsed.  The arms race had 
devastating effects on the US as well, siphoning off 
engineers and inventors to the war economy, and letting 
domestic competitiveness slip.  This contributed to the loss 
of industrial leadership and deindustrialization.

The United States Supreme Court issued 
the ruling in Brown vs. Topeka Board of 
Education, in which the Court argued that 
“separate is inherently unequal” and ruled 
that segregation was unconstitutional.

The Vietnam War began between North 
Vietnam, supported by the Soviet Union, 
China, and other communist allies, and South 
Vietnam, supported by the U.S., South Korea, 
and other anti-communist allies. The U.S. 
carried out a strategic bombing campaign 
against North Vietnam, among other 
atrocious human rights abuses. The public’s 
increased awareness of these barbaric tactics 
led to the largest anti-war movement in 
American history.

Battle of Hayes Pond: Armed 
Lumbee Indians attacked and 
defeated Klansmen during a KKK 
rally in Maxton, North Carolina. 

November 22, President John F. Kennedy was shot and killed 
by Lee Harvey Oswald while riding in a motorcade in Dallas, 
Texas. Vice President Lyndon B. Johnson was sworn in as 
president. 

President Johnson declared a “War on Poverty.”

The Industrial Workers 
of the World, IWW, was 
founded, to organize all 
workers without regard 
to gender, race, or skills.

Colorado labor wars started, a series of confrontations between the 
mill owners and the workers represented by the Western Federation 
of Miners. 

At this time, there were 284,000 children between the ages of 10-15 
participating in the workforce.  Mother Jones led a march of child 
factory workers demanding safer working conditions.

The first female labor union, the National Women’s Trade Union 
League, was founded. The Supreme Court ruled in 

Lone Wolf v. Hickcock that 
the federal government 
retains the right to annul 
any former treaties made 
with Native Americans.

Nine black youths were indicted in Scottsboro, Alabama, on charges of 
having raped two white women. Although the evidence was slim, the 
southern jury sentenced them to death. The Supreme Court overturned 
their convictions twice; each time Alabama retried them, finding them 
guilty. 4 of the Scottsboro boys were freed; but 5 were sentenced to long 
prison terms.

Hoover’s policies were repudiated by 
the landslide election of Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt in 1932.  Roosevelt 
promised a “New Deal.”

The Great Migration, a massive 
movement of African Americans from 
South to North, began. 

10,000 African Americans and supporters 
marched down 5th Avenue in NYC as part 
of a silent parade against lynching, race 
riots, and denial of rights, the first major 
civil rights demonstration of the 20th 
Century.

The conflict ended 
November 11th, 
Armistice Day.

1929
The U.S. stock market crashed. A period of 
deep economic despair known as the 
“Great Depression” followed. President 
Hoover said, “Any lack of confidence in the 
economic future or the basic strength of 
business in the United States is foolish.”  
Approximately 15 million people, which 
represented 25-33% of the labor force, 
were out of work. “Hoovervilles” sprang 
up, around the nation, shanty towns built 
by the unemployed and homeless 
masses.

In 1935, the Federal Home Loan Bank Board 
(FHLBB) asked Home Owners’ Loan 
Corporation (HOLC) to look at 239 cities and 
create “residential security maps” to indicate 
the level of security for real-estate 
investments in each surveyed city. These 
maps stratified cities by age of buildings and 
race and class of residents.  These “redlining” 
maps steered investment away from poor 
and minority areas, accelerating their decline.

The National Labor Relations Act gave 
employees the right to actively participate 
and solicit union representation. It also 
established the National Labor Relations 
Board to provide protection from unfair 
union practices.  

Some of the New Deal federal 
programs included the CCC, the CWA, 
the FSA, the NIRA, and the SSA. These 
programs included support for 
farmers, the unemployed, youth, and 
the elderly, as well as new constraints 
and safeguards on the banking 
industry and changes to the 
monetary system.

Germany invaded Poland, which 
precipitated the war between the Axis 
(Germany, Italy and Japan) and the Allies 
(Britain, France, Australia, Canada, New 
Zealand, India, the Soviet Union, China and 
[as of 1941] the United States of America).  

The Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 
established the 40-hour work week, 
outlawed child labor, and set a very low 
minimum wages of $0.25 per hour in 
the first year it was passed.

 In Florida, Trayvon Martin, (17) of Miami was shot 
dead by George Zimmerman (28), a white 
Neighborhood Watch captain while buying snacks at 
a nearby convenience store.

#BlackLivesMatter was created by three black women, 
Alicia Garza, Patrisse Cullors, and Opal Tometis, in 
response to the acquittal of Trayvon Martin’s murderer, 
George Zimmerman. 

In Charleston, S.C., Dylann 
Roof opened fire and killed 
nine people during a prayer 
meeting at a historic 
African American church. 

President Trump withdrew from the 
Paris Climate Accords;  NASA 
declared 2017 the second warmest 
year on record.

The Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity 
Reconciliation Act of 1996 was enacted to require 
individuals receiving federal cash benefits to obtain 
employment and remove the benefits after 2 years. 
This exposed the limited number of jobs available 
that might fulfill the mandate. In New York City 
alone, the existing rate of job growth at the time 
would take 24 years for the 470,000 adults on 
welfare to be employed. 

Seattle World Trade Organization Protests, or 
the Battle of Seattle, was a series of marches, 
direct actions and protests against 
globalization met with harsh police force. 

Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold opened fire at Columbine High 
School in Colorado, killing 13 people before committing suicide. 
The shooting sparked a national debate around gun control 
laws, school safety, and bullying.

19,000 engineers and professional workers were the 
first white-collar workers to participate in a strike to 
ensure salaries matched across all Boeing plants.

Four planes were hijacked in the largest ever terrorist attack on U.S. soil. 
Nearly 3,000 people die in the World Trade Center in New York City, the 
Pentagon in Arlington, Virginia, and a field near Shanksville, Pennsylvania. 

President George W. Bush announced 
airstrikes targeting Al Qaeda and the 
Taliban following the September 11th 
terrorist attacks. The war in 
Afghanistan began.

The United States invaded Iraq. The Bush 
administration declared that the objectives of the 
invasion included the seizure of weapons of mass 
destruction and the toppling of Saddam Hussein’s 
regime. Hussein was captured in December 2003 
but no weapons of mass destruction were ever 
found. 

Hurricane Katrina made landfall in New Orleans, Louisiana. The storm 
devastated the area, caused nearly 2,000 deaths and cost over $100 billion 
in damages. Delays in government response and mismanagement of the 
crisis are attributed to racial and class discrimination.

The subprime mortgage crisis led to the failure of 
numerous financial institutions in the U.S. and Europe. 
These events marked a critical stage in what would later 
be termed the Great Recession. Housing prices and 
income levels fell, with roughly 7 million Americans 
losing their jobs as a result.  

DHL, the German carrier corporation, closed its 
hub in Wilmington OH, eliminating 8,000 jobs and 
devastating the city.  One resident said, “Over in 
Wilmington, almost half the city was employed by 
DHL... My family actually ended up having to 
move to Tampa, Florida because my dad’s dad, my 
grandpa, had a position opening in a business over 
here.  But the rest of my family is still living in 
Wilmington… They all ended up unemployed and 
my aunt is the only one that’s really kind of staying 
afloat over there now. The whole town... just 
doesn’t have the life it had when I was younger. It 
just looks like a ghost town most of the time 
because the small businesses are all failing over 
there.”

The Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act was enacted, 
giving working women the right to sue over 
pay discrimination.

Matthew Shepard and James Byrd, Jr. 
Hate Crimes Prevention Act authorized 
federal prosecution of all racially 
motivated hate crimes. 

Communities concerned over threat to water 
safety and protection of tribal property rights 
organized protests against the Dakota Access 
Pipeline. The pipeline was approved for 
construction without the permission of the 
Standing Rock Sioux tribe.

US Supreme Court in “Parents Involved 
in Community Schools v. Seattle School 
District No.1” and “Meredith v Jefferson 
County Board of Education” ruled that 
race cannot be a factor in the 
determination of school assignments.

Hillary Rodham Clinton 
became the first woman to 
be nominated as a 
presidential candidate by a 
major party.  She ran 
against Donald Trump, 
winning the popular vote, 
but losing the electoral vote.  

Barack Hussein Obama became the first African 
American to be elected President of the United States.

A massive women’s march, the Women’s 
March on Washington, was organized for 
January 21, 2017, protesting Donald Trump’s 
policies.  Over 5 million people participated 
worldwide.  The “pink pussy hat” became the 
emblem of the protest, and the slogan, 
“Respect my existence or expect my 
resistance” became popular.

 On August 12th,  violence erupted in 
the college town of Charlottesville 
after hundreds of white nationalists 
and their supporters who gathered 
for a rally over plans to remove a 
Confederate statue were met by 
counter-protesters, leading Virginia’s 
governor to declare a state of 
emergency. In the aftermath, 
President Donald J. Trump says that 
there were “very fine people on both 
sides.”

President Donald J. Trump signed Executive Order 13769, 
which bars entry to citizens of seven Muslim-majority 
countries for 90 days. The American Civil Liberties Union 
and other legal groups immediately filed a request for an 
emergency stay of Executive Order 13769’s implementation. 
Their request was granted by U.S. District Judge Ann 
Donnelly of New York following mass protests at airports 
across the nation.

Vincent Chin, a 26 year-old Chinese 
American, was beaten to death by two 
white auto workers who thought he was 
Japanese and the cause of the declining 
auto industry in the US.  

The Committee of Industrial Unions was 
formed within the American Federation of 
Labor to organize unskilled workers in major 
industry.  It broke off from the AFL in 1938 and 
became the Congress of Industrial Unions.  
These unions organized all workers across 
industries, and included women and 
minorities.  A period of strikes and rapid 
organization followed.  As one sit-down strike 
started, the workers sent the message, “We’ve 
sat down!  Send someone over to organize 
us!” Union membership grew from 3 million in 
1933 to 5 million a decade later. 

1935

2011
Occupy Wall Street was the name given to a protest 
movement that began on September 17, 2011, in 
Zuccotti Park, located in New York City’s Wall Street 
financial district, receiving global attention and 
spawning the movement against economic 
inequality worldwide.

United States voted against the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.


