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Andrew Jackson became a national hero 
when he fought the Battle of Horseshoe 
Bend against a thousand Creeks and 
killed eight hundred of them, with few 
casualties on his side.  The Cherokees 
helped the United States to victory.
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Sioux Chief Sitting Bull led the final group of 
his tribe, still fugitive from the reservation, 
and surrendered to United States troops at 
Fort Buford, Montana.  Eventually, the Sioux 
reached an agreement with the federal 
government that divides the Sioux territory 
into six smaller Reservations.

On July 4th, slavery was 
abolished in New York 
State.

All the states had passed laws 
which took away women’s 
right to vote.

The Indian Trade 
and Intercourse 
Act was passed, 
placing nearly 
all interaction 
between Indians 
and non-Indians 
under federal, 
rather than state 
control.  

The United States and 
Spain signed Pinckney’s 
Treaty, which defined 
the boundary between 
American and Spanish 
territory and gave the 
United States navigation 
rights on the Mississippi 
River. This agreement later 
played a role in enabling 
American expansionism. 

The Underground Railroad had 
slowly evolved into a network of 
white and black abolitionists who 
assisted slaves to escape to the 
free states and Canada.  Slaves 
were hidden in churches, bots, 
sheds, houses, and basements, as 
they made the perilous journey to 
freedom.

New Amsterdam was 
renamed New York.

1635

1690

1832
The second of the Marshall Trilogy was decided 
by the Supreme Court.  Cherokee Nation vs. 
Georgia determined that Native American 
lands fell under the jurisdiction of the National 
Government and therefore state laws did not 
apply in these areas.
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This graphic follows the 
history of African 
Americans, women, 
Native Americans, and 
working people.
 
The images and text are 
drawn from multiple 
sources and have been 
composed here for public 
education.

Andrew Jackson led a 
military campaign to 
conquer Indian land 
throughout the West and 
the South, burning 
Seminole villages and 
seizing Spanish forts, until 
Spain was “persuaded” to 
sell, now known as the 
Florida Purchase of 1819

1832

1831

Black Hawk War occurred 
between April and August. 
Despite a strong defense by 
the Sauk, Black Hawk 
surrendered on August 2nd. 
Approximately 70 soldiers and 
settlers and over 400 Indians 
were killed.

1830

The Bureau of Indian Affairs was created within the 
War Department, establishing a process for 
government-to-government relationships between 
the U.S. and Federally recognized tribes.

The Philadelphia Female Anti-Slavery 
Society was founded. This abolitionist 
group advocated for racial and gender 
equality.

The 17,000 Cherokee, finding themselves surrounded 
by 900,000 whites in Georgia, Alabama and 
Tennessee, decided to adapt to the white man’s world. 
They became farmers, blacksmiths, carpenters, 
masons, and owners of property.

The Confederacy is founded when the deep 
South secedes, and the Civil War begins the 
following year.  Cherokee, Creek, and 
Choctaw nations supported the confederacy 
in the interest of being granted their own 
states under the Confederacy and continuing 
slave ownership in their tribes. 

The U.S. government waged war against Mexico. 
Soldiers committed war atrocities out of a sense of duty, 
despite their misgivings. One said, “The United States 
are the aggressors… but as a military man, I am bound to 
execute orders.” 

The New England Workingman’s Association opposed 
the Mexican war, stating that they saw the motive for 
the war being to give wealthy Southern slave owners 
more land. 

The Emancipation 
Proclamation is issued by 
President Abraham Lincoln. 
“All persons held as slaves 
shall be free.”

Jefferson doubled the size of the 
nation by purchasing the 
Louisiana Territory from France, 
thus extending the western 
frontier from the Appalachians 
across the Mississippi.

The bilingual Shoshone 
woman Sacagawea 
joined the Lewis and 
Clark Corps of Discovery 
expedition, lasting until 
1806, which traveled 
from the northern plains 
through the Rocky 
Mountains to the Pacific 
Ocean and back.

By 1800, 10 to 15 million 
blacks had been transported 
to the Americas. Gabriel 
Prosser was a literate 
enslaved blacksmith who 
planned a large slave rebellion 
in the Richmond area in the 
summer of 1800.  

Pontiac’s Rebellion against the 
British in the Ohio River Valley.

The Currency Act prohibited the colonists 
from issuing any legal tender paper money.  
This act threatened to destabilize the entire 
colonial economy of both the industrial 
North and the agricultural South, thus 
uniting colonists against it. The Sugar Act 
was passed by British Parliament.  This act 
increased the duties on imported sugar and 
other items such as textiles, coffee, wines 
and indigo (dye).  It doubled the duties on 
foreign goods reshipped from England to the 
colonies and also forbade the import of 
foreign rum and French wines. 

Mary Dyer, a Quaker who followed in 
Ann Hutchinson’s beliefs, was hung in 
Massachusetts for continually 
preaching of Quakerism.  

The oldest historically black 
university, Cheyney University 
of Pennsylvania, was founded.

Flour Riot broke out during 
the crisis of that year.  
One-third of the working 
class in New York (50,000 
persons) were without work 
and 200,000 (of a 
population of 500,000) were 
living, as one observer put it, 
“in utter and hopeless 
distress.”

Sojourner Truth 
delivered her famous 
extemporaneous 
speech on women’s 
rights, later known as 
“Ain’t I a Woman.” 

Western expansion was glorified in 
newspapers as beneficial for 
conquered peoples and “the destiny of 
the White race.”

The continuing debate whether territory gained in the Mexican War 
should be open to slavery was decided in the Compromise of 1850.  
California was admitted as a free state, Utah and New Mexico left to 
popular sovereignty, and the slave trade in Washington DC was 
prohibited.  

The final Seminole War occurred between 
the whites and the Seminoles remaining 
in Florida.  First war was in 1817, the 
second in 1835.   The second war, which 
concluded in 1842, would be known as 
the fiercest struggle the US government 
had with Native Americans, ultimately 
costing $20 million dollars.  When the 
war concluded in 1858, the Seminole 
population in the area was below 200.

Enslaved black women are legally classified 
as “property” sans the right to self-defense 
against all sexual assaults, including rapes, 
perpetrated by a master in the case of 
Missouri v. Celia.

The Ku Klux Klan was formed in 
Tennessee by ex-Confederates.

KKK members tried and convicted by 
federal courts in Mississippi. Black 
political representation in public 
offices went up by 65% before. 

Congress passed what came to be 
known as the Comstock Laws, federal 
statutes that made it illegal to 
transport obscene material through 
the mail. This prohibition was used to 
restrict the availability of 
contraceptives.

Anti-slavery token read “Am I not a 
woman and a sister?”

John Punch was sentenced to a life of servitude for 
running away and became the first “slave for life.” 
Two white companions were given extended terms 
of servitude. 20,000 settlers had arrived in the 
colonies.

Massachusetts 
became the first 
colony to legalize 
slavery.

Twenty Africans were brought to Jamestown to be 
sold into bondage, the first Africans brought to 
Britain’s North American colonies.

The Virginia House of Burgesses was formed,thus 
creating a body to record and enforce contracts 
between servants and masters.

A ship load of women were brought in to be servants.

800 ‘choice persons’ sent 
to Virgina for indentured 
servitude.

The New England Confederation of Plymouth, 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, and New Haven 
adopted a fugitive slave law.  Several laws 
were passed to lengthen servitude.  

The French and 
Iroquois Wars 
began, also called 
the Beaver Wars.  
English joined the 
Iroquois to defeat 
the French by 1698.

Pequot tribe was declared extinct as part of the outcome of the 
Pequot war. All surviving members were made to live under 
colonial authority and could not live on their previous land or be 
recognized under their tribal name.

Opechancanough’s Indians 
attacked in 1622; the Second 
Anglo-Powhatan War, lasted 
until 1626. 

Dutchman David Pieterson DeVries visited Virginia and 
noted poor servitude conditions in which “immigrants 
died like cats and dogs.”

British colonization 
began in Jamestown

Powhatan died and brother 
Opechancanough assumed power

Massachusetts governor, John Winthrop, declared that 
“in all times some must be rich, some poore, some highe 
and eminent in power and dignitie; others meane and in 
subjection.”

San Estaban del Rey Mission 
was established at Acoma 
Pueblo in New Mexico.  

Maryland Indians wrote 
to English colonists, 
“...since you are here as 
strangers,and come into 
our Countrey, you should 
rather conform to the 
Customes of our 
Countrey, then impose 
yours on us…”

The first American slave 
carrier, Desire, was built 
and launched in 
Massachusetts, marking 
the start of colonial 
America’s slave trade. 

Rhode Island was 
founded by Roger 
Williams.  

John Mason raided the 
Pequot village on Block 
Island. 

Thomas Paine published 
Common Sense in January. The 
50-page pamphlet was highly 
critical of King George III and 
provided strong arguments for 
American independence.  It 
became an immediate 
sensation.  In proportion to the 
population of that time, it was 
the bestselling American book 
of all time.

The Continental Congress 
adopted the Declaration of 
Independence on July, 1776.

Massachusetts made marriage and sexual relations between blacks and 
whites illegal. First Blood Quantum law adopted in the colony of Virginia with 
a series of laws denying civil rights to any “negro, mulatto, or Indian”.  These 
laws defined the above terms by stating that “the child of an Indian, and the 
child, grandchild, or great grandchild of a negro shall be deemed accounted, 
held, and taken to be a mulatto.” 

A law passed which required masters to provide white, male indentured ser-
vants with 10 bushels of corn, 30 shillings, and a gun upon the end of their 
indentured time. 

Virginia became the first colony to establish a comprehensive slave code. The 
Virginia Slave Code codified slave status, defining all slaves as real estate 
during punishment, forbidding slaves and free colored peoples from physically 
assaulting white persons, and denying slaves the right to bear arms or move 
abroad without written permission. 

New York declared that punishment by execution would be applied to certain 
runaway slaves.

The North Carolina Fusion alliance of Populists and 
Republicans swept the state. This was an unprecedented 
alliance between political forces in the black and white 
community that paved the way to roll back repressive 
legislation and policy, seeking to squash progressive that 
elected and placed over 1000 officials into government. 
This period was short lived and was met with a campaign 
of white supremacy to disenfranchise African Americans, 
using race as a scare tactic.

Last queen of Hawaii, Liliuokalani, 
dethroned in U.S. supported coup. 
Hawaii becomes an official U.S. 
territory in 1900.

Wyoming became the 
first state to grant 
women the right to vote 
in all elections.

The Sherman Anti-Trust Act passed which made it 
illegal to conspire or organize to restrict domestic or 
international commercial trade.

The Battle of Wounded Knee, South 
Dakota, occured as the last major 
battle between United States troops 
and Indians. Hundreds of Indian men, 
women, and children were slain, 
along with twenty-nine soldiers.

The Interstate Commerce Act passed and 
created a body to “regulate the railroads 
on behalf of the consumer”. In reality, the 
commission did very little regulating, and 
served primarily to give consumers the 
illusion of government supervision.

The Dawes Act was passed in an effort to 
assimilate Native Americans into 
mainstream society; fix Native American 
poverty; and open native land to white 
settlers. This led to an attempt to dissolve 
reservations so as to encourage Native 
Americans to move to urban areas.

The Spanish-American War ended 
Spain’s colonial empire in the Western 
Hemisphere and secured the position of 
the United States as a Pacific power. 

Plessy v. Ferguson, 163 US 537 was a 
landmark constitutional law case of the US 
Supreme Court decided in 1896. It upheld 
state racial segregation laws for public 
facilities under the doctrine of “separate but 
equal”.

The Seventh Cavalry under the command of Lt. 
Colonel George Armstrong Custer, protected a 
railroad survey party in Montana, engaged the 
Sioux for the first time near the Tongue River in 
one minor clash of the Indian War.  The Battle of 
Little Big Horn followed in 1876, continuing the 
Custer’s aggression against the Sioux and 
Cheyenne. 

The American Federation of 
Labor (AFL) was established to 
provide union representation for 
skilled workers. At the time, seg-
regated unions were formed 
based on gender, race, and skill. 

Tell General Howard I know his heart. What he 
told me before, I have it in my heart. I am tired 
of fighting. Our Chiefs are killed; Looking Glass 
is dead, Ta Hool Hool Shute is dead. The old 
men are all dead. It is the young men who say 
yes or no. He who led on the young men is 
dead. It is cold, and we have no blankets; the 
little children are freezing to death. My people, 
some of them, have run away to the hills, and 
have no blankets, no food. No one knows 
where they are - perhaps freezing to death. I 
want to have time to look for my children, and 
see how many of them I can find. Maybe I shall 
find them among the dead. Hear me, my 
Chiefs! I am tired; my heart is sick and sad. 
From where the sun now stands I will fight no 
more forever.  -Chief Joseph

The Civil War ends when Robert E. Lee 
surrenders to Ulysses S. Grant at the 
Appomattox courthouse.Slave-owning 
tribes were required to offer tribal citizenship 

1865

Frederick Douglass 
published his 
autobiography, Narrative of 
the Life of Frederick 
Douglass, as American 
Slave, detailing his 
experience as a slave.  It 
became an international 
bestseller and is still in print 
today.  

Fifty-three African on board the slave ship The Amistad 
revolted against their captors, killing most.  Those left 
sailed them to Long Island, NY, instead their intended 
destination, Africa.  The ship was captured and the 
Africans held during an important trial in federal.  It 
was determined that they were free and most returned 
to Africa.  

On October 1st, the first detachment Cherokee set out in what was to be 
known as the Trail of Tears.  Throughout this process, nearly 17,000 
Cherokee moved west - an estimated 4,000 died in the process of hunger, 
exposure, and disease.  There were 645 wagons, and people marching 
alongside.  Survivors told of halting at the edge of the Mississippi in the 
middle of winter, the river full of ice, “hundreds of sick and dying penned 
up in wagons or 
stretched upon the 
ground.” Other tribes 
were also removed 
from the Southeast, 
including the Choctaw 
and the Creeks.  

The Secretary of War ordered the removal of the 
Creeks as a military necessity. By 1837, 
approximately 15,000 Creeks had migrated west 
despite never having signed a removal treaty. 

William Lloyd Garrison began 
publishing The Liberator, a 
weekly paper that advocated 
the complete abolition of 
slavery. He became one of the 
most famous figures in the 
abolitionist movement.  

1828
In Dover, New Hampshire, several hundred women mill workers paraded with banners and flags. They 
shot off gunpowder, in protest against new factory rules, which charged fines for coming late, forbade 
talking on the job, and required church attendance. They made a list of resolutions, including this one: 
“3rd, Resolved, That we view with feelings of indignation the attempt made to throw upon us, who are 
least able to bear it, the effect of this ‘pressure’ by reducing our wages, while those of our overseers and 
Agent are continued to them at their former high rate. That we think of our wage already low enough, 
when the peculiar circumstances of our situation are considered; that we are many of us far from our 
homes, parents, and friends, and it is only by strict economy and untiring industry that any of us have 
been able to lay up anything...”  They were forced to return to the mill, their demands unmet, and their 
leaders were fired and blacklisted.

 Nat Turner, an enslaved 
African American preacher, led 
the most significant slave 
uprising in American history.  
He and his band of followers 
launched a short rebellion in 
Southampton County, Virginia. 
The militia quelled the rebellion 
and Turner was hanged.  As a 
consequence, Virginia 
instituted much stricter slave 
laws.

Women factory workers in Pawtucket, 
Rhode Island, “turned out,” as a strike was 
then called, over a cut in wages and other 
injustices.  They joined with other workers 
and residents of the area.  The owners 
yielded to their demands and restored 
wages.

Johnson v. McIntosh, the first of three court cases known 
as the Marshall Trilogy, decided Native Americans only 
have a “right of occupancy” and hold no title to the land 
they live on.  The “Doctrine of Discovery,” held that the 
country that “discovered” the land held title.

Denmark Vesey, an African American carpenter 
who had purchased his freedom, planned a 
slave revolt with the intent to lay siege to 
Charleston, South Carolina. The plot was 
discovered and Vesey and 34 co-conspirators 
were hanged.

Just a year after taking office, President 
Andrew Jackson pushed a new piece of leg-
islation called the “Indian Removal Act” 
through both houses of Congress. It gave 
the president power to negotiate removal 
treaties with Indian tribes living east of the 
Mississippi. 

David Walker published his anti-slavery tract, 
entitled, Walker’s Appeal, in Four Articles; Together 
with a Preamble, to the Coloured Citizens of the 
World, but in Particular, and Very Expressly, to Those 
of the United States of America, Written in Boston, 
State of Massachusetts, September 28, 1829

The Missouri Compromise maintained a 
balance between slave and free states by 
admitting Missouri as a slave state and Maine 
as a free state.  

The War of 1812 lasted from June, 1812 to 
February 1815, fought between the United 
States and the United Kingdom, its North 
American colonies, and its Native American 
allies.  Causes of the war included British 
attempts to restrict US trade, the Royal 
Navy’s impressment of American seamen 
and America’s desire to expand its territory. 

Tecumseh organized a Confederacy of several Native 
American tribes.  Governor William Henry Harrison sent 
troops into the Confederacy’s headquarter, Prophetstown, 
and burned it down.  Tecumseh resolved that no peace 
could ever be achieved with white settlers. 

1788
An engraving of the slave ship Brookes was 
published in Plymouth, England, depicting the 
conditions on board the ship.  It became an 
iconic image of the inhumanity of the slave 
trade and an important tool of the Abolitionist 
Movement.  

US Constitution was adopted.  Its preamble says, 
“We the People of the United States, in Order to 
form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure 
domestic Tranquility, provide for the common 
defense, promote the general Welfare, and secure 
the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our 
Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution 
for the United States of America.” 

1787

Congress enacted the Northwest 
Ordinance providing for the eventual 
establishment of three to five states in 
the area north of the Ohio River. The 
Ordinance included a Bill of Rights that 
guaranteed freedom of religion, the right 
to trial by jury, public education, and a 
ban on slavery in the Northwest.  

“Give me liberty or give me death!” is a quotation attributed to Patrick Henry 
from a speech he made to the Second Virginia Convention.  He is credited 
with have swung the balance in convincing the convention to pass a resolu-
tion delivering Virginia troops for the Revolutionary War. “The Shot Heard 
Round the World.”
 
In April, the first battle of the war, Lexington, marked the beginning of the 
American Revolution. The first major fight between British and American 
troops occurred at Bunker Hill in June. They were attacked by a frontal as-
sault of over 2000 British troops who stormed up the hill.  
 
The Second Continental Congress convened in Philadelphia in May and 
managed the war effort. George Washington was selected to be the 
commander of the Continental Army.  

Groups of discontented 
farmers and workers in 
western Massachusetts rioted 
around debt collection 
practices in what is known as 
Shay’s Rebellion.

Riots to oppose British soldiers taking jobs from 
American workers turned violent in what became 
known as the Boston Massacre. Three 
Americans—ropemaker Samuel Gray, mariner 
James Caldwell, and Crispus Attucks—died 
instantly. Samuel Maverick, an apprentice ivory 
turner of seventeen, was struck by a ricocheting 
musket ball at the back of the crowd, and died a 
few hours later, in the early morning of the next 
day. Resentment grew when six of the British 
soldiers were acquitted and two were 
discharged from the army, their thumbs 
branded.

The United States and Great Britain 
signed the Treaty of Paris. 

The Constitution contained 
the ”3/5’s compromise,” a 
plan proposed by James 
Wilson and Roger Sherman 
that allowed states to count 
three-fifths of each slave in 
determining political 
representation in the House 
of Representatives.

George Washington was 
unanimously elected 
president of the United 
States in the first 
presidential election.

1784
Forced to labor in the mission fields and 
to worship according to the missionaries’ 
teachings, the Indians at San Diego 
rebelled against the Spanish, burning 
every building and killing most of the 
inhabitants, including the mission’s head 
priest.  A Spanish sharpshooter drove the 
Indians off and the Spanish retained 
control of their outpost. 

In the days following the Declaration of Independence, the Boston 
Committee of Correspondence set up a military draft to oppose 
the British. The rich could pay substitutes to avoid fighting. 

The majority of Native American nations sided with the British 
during the Revolution .Cherokees attacked a settlement in 
western North Carolina; Militia forces retaliated by destroying a 
nearby Cherokee Village.

The First Continental Congress met in 
Philadelphia with 56 delegates, representing 
every colony, except Georgia.  Attendants 
included Patrick Henry, George Washington, 
Sam Adams and John Hancock.

The Proclamation of 1763, 
signed by King George III of 
England, prohibited any 
English settlement west of 
the Appalachian Mountains 
and required those already 
settled in those regions to 
return east in an attempt to 
ease tensions with Native 
Americans.

Jupiter Hammond was a 
black poet who, in 1761, 
became the first African 
American writer to be 
published in the 
present-day United States.  
He is considered one of the 
founders of African 
American literature.  

The African Baptist or 
“Bluestone” Church 
was founded on the 
William Byrd 
plantation near the 
Bluestone River in 
Mecklenburg, Virginia, 
becoming the first 
known black church in 
North America.

Lydia Chapin Taft of 
Uxbridge, Massachusetts, 
became the only colonial 
woman known to vote, 
casting a vote in the local 
town hall meeting in place 
of her deceased husband.

On December 16, 1773, Royal Governor 
Hutchinson had repeated his command 
not to allow the ships out of the harbor 
until the tea taxes were paid.  That night, 
the Boston Tea Party occurred as 
colonial activists disguised themselves 
as Mohawk Indians, then boarded the 
ships and dumped 362 containers of tea 
into the harbor.  

The colonies had 96,600 
indentured servants and 
33,200 slaves.   

1776
Slave importation 
increased dramatically 
due to the introduction 
of rice cultivation.

The British Parliament made forced 
voyage to the New World a legal 
punishment for crime; convicts’ 
voyages were subsidized by the nation.

The Royal African Trade Company 
lost its monopoly on the slave 
trade; the New England colonies 
entered the business.

All English colonies 
had slavery.

A coalition of poor whites, indentured servants, 
and slaves united around discontent with 
aristocrats and Native Americans in what is 
known as Bacon’s Rebellion.  The 
disproportionate punishments meted out to 
white and black participants is one of the roots 
of “white privilege” as a means dividing the 
working class and aborting its rebellions.

Yamasee War united several 
different native tribes against the 
white population of North Carolina.  
While the settlers ultimately won 
the war, the Native Americans 
killed about ten percent of the 
white population making it one of 
the most devastating encounters 
for Southern whites. 

Mercy Otis Warren was 
born.  By 1775, she was 
the leading woman 
writer of the Revolution.  

Virginia passed a 
fugitive slave law.

The first ruling in the Thirteen 
Colonies stating that a person 
who committed no crime could 
be held in servitude for life. 

Fearing the potential for slave uprisings, 
Massachusetts reversed a 1652 statute and 
prohibited blacks from arming or training in the 
militia.   

A Virginia court granted blacks 
the right to hold slaves.  

Rhode Island passed laws restricting 
slavery and forbidding enslavement 
for more than 10 years.

Phyllis Wheatley was born.  
Her literary and artistic talents 
helped show that African 
Americans were equally 
capable, creative, intelligent 
human beings who benefited 
from an education.  

England turned to 
impressment to fuel a series 
of wars. Seamen in Boston 
rioted, ending in the house of 
a wealthy merchant being 
burned down.

The French and Indian War, also known as 
The Seven Years War began.  The war 
pitted France, French colonists, and their 
Native allies against Great Britain, the 
Anglo-American colonists, and the 
Iroquois Confederacy

On April 6, the New York City slave revolt began. 
An estimated nine white colonists and countless 
African-Americans died during the incident. 21 
enslaved African-Americans were hung and six 
commited suicide. 

Pennsylvania 
Quakers passed 
the first formal 
antislavery 
resolution.

King Phillips and 
Metacom Warred in 
Massachusetts 

Lucy Terry was brought to Rhode Island as a slave 
from Africa.  She composed a ballad, “Bars Fight,” 
about a 1746 incident.  It was preserved orally until 
being published in 1855.  It is considered the oldest 
known work of literature by an African American.

Russia sent the first Siberian fur traders 
on a voyage to Alaska beginning years of 
exploitation of Aleut fur   fur traders, 
women, and children. The Russians also 
brought many unknown diseases into 
the new territory.

The Chickasaw Wars (1736, 1739 
and 1752) were fought between 
the Chickasaw allied with the 
British against the French and 
their allies, the Choctaws and Illini.

Royal African Trade Company 
imported around 5,000 slaves per 
year in this period.

New York made it illegal for 
slaves to sell goods.

Virginia declared that all 
imported black servants were 
slaves for life.  

New York declared that 
blacks who converted to 
Christianity after their 
enslavement would not be 
freed.

Virginia prohibited 
free blacks and 
Indians from keeping 
Christian (i.e., white) 
servants.

Elias Neau, a French colonist, 
established a school for freed and 
enslaved African-Americans in 
New York City. 

Virginia forbade blacks and 
slaves from bearing 
arms/congregating and 
mandated harsh punishment 
for slaves who assaulted 
Christians or attempted escape.

The final battle of the Northwest Indian War, a 
struggle between Native American tribes affiliated 
with the western Confederacy, including support 
from the British, and the United States for control of 
the Northwest Territory.

The Sedition Act made it a crime to say or write 
anything “false, scandalous and malicious” against 
the government, Congress, or the President, with 
intent to defame them, bring them into disrepute, or 
excite popular hatreds against them. Hereditary slavery law was passed in Virginia.  It 

was declared that children of black mothers 
‘shall be bond or free according to the condition 
of the mother.” 

Massachusetts reversed a ruling that allowed 
blacks to train in arms. New York, Connecticut 
and New Hampshire passed similar laws 
restricting the bearing of arms. 

Royal African Trade Company was 
granted a charter with the English.

1660

A New York servant 
rebellion was thwarted.  
The servants were angry 
about the lack of meat in 
their diet.  
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