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OVERVIEW

In 2016, social psychiatrist Mindy Fullilove realized 
that 2019 would mark the 400th anniversary of the 
arrival of the first people from Africa landing at 
Jamestown to be sold into slavery. What would it 
mean for the nation to observe this anniversary? 
The 400 Years of Inequality National Organizing 
Committee was created to answer this question, 
so even beyond Jamestown people could observe 
this anniversary in relation to their own locality. We 
turned to the stories of places to help us under-
stand. We were inspired by stories of Nantes, Jack 
Daniel whiskey, and Batesburg, South Carolina, 
all of which had examined their own histories of 
participation in the slave trade and its sequelae. We 
developed educational tools of many kinds to help 
people examine their history as an aid to imagining 
a just future. Then, we issued a “Call to Observance” 
that was answered by more than 150 organiza-
tions across the country, ranging in size from small 
churches to Carnegie Hall and the Brooklyn Public 
Library. At the culmination of observances, Rever-
end William Barber delivered a homily at Riverside 
Church, laying out the sins of slavery which contin-
ue to shape our national life. He invited all to join 
in the Poor People’s Campaign for a Moral Agenda. 
Such a moral fusion coalition, we think, is the strat-
egy that can lead us out of the ecology of inequality. 

I AM THE AMERICAN 
HEARTBREAK–
THE ROCK ON WHICH 
FREEDOM
STUMPED ITS TOE–
THE GREAT MISTAKE
THAT JAMESTOWN MADE
LONG AGO

- LANGSTON HUGHES

”



PROLOGUE
BY ROBERT SEMBER

We are all likely to know some of our local history, 
such as the biography behind a street name or the 
event memorialized by a plaque.  When we consider 
what we know within a “History,” however, such as 
the “History of Inequality,” these local places and 
moments assume potentially epochal significance.  
That is, they manifest the grand themes of an era.  
As a member of the 400 Years of Inequality Organiz-
ing Committee, I hear this sense of scale affirmed 
in how people across the country observed the 
400th anniversary of that day in 1619 when the first 
Africans were delivered into bondage on the North 
American continent.  
 
In New Hampshire, for example, an observance cer-
emony paid homage to formerly enslaved men and 
women buried in a local graveyard.  These graves 
are heirs to that historical moment in 1619, as is the 
local community today in its role as a custodian of 
the site.  Other observances examined how settler 
colonialism prefigured that moment in 1619 by sub-

suming all existing life into the property interests of 
the few; accumulation through dispossession and 
genocide.  In a multi-part observance conducted 
over many months, a school group mapped events 
of inequality and resistance on Manhattan’s Lower 
East Side.  This map includes the locations of a cher-
ry orchard cooperatively cultivated by the Lenni 
Lenape communities, the island’s first nation, and 
the nearby lots, where, centuries later, local resi-
dents gathered to assert, among other demands, 
their right to green space for community gardens.  
Through their collective action they refused to allow 
the commons to be enclosed and delivered to spec-
ulation and profiteering by real estate companies, 
which is what happened when a colonial leader 
claimed the Lenape cherry orchard as his own and 
erected a wall around his property.
 
These events do not, in and of themselves, con-
stitute a history.  They become historical when 
we understand how they continued into and even 

shaped the future.  This is what we call “historical 
consciousness,” the awareness of how past mo-
ments and places condition the present.  Thus, we 
understand the arrival in 1619 of a ship bearing 
Africans destined for bonded labor as the beginning 
of an era when we observe how, in the decades that 
followed, the colonial elite secured their financial 
and political power by systematically and inten-
tionally engineered racially stratified economic and 
governance systems.  This is the founding of the 
corporate state, a formation critical to the condi-
tion of a long moment, our epoch.  The enduring, 
epochal impact of that day in 1619 (that has come 
to signify a multi-generational reality or, if you will, 
a national culture) is affirmed by the invention of 
race, specifically the opportunistic pseudo-science 
and charlatan theology of White Supremacy.  Race 
“naturalizes” inequality and underpins the constitu-
tive national paradox (or hypocrisy) of these United 
States that an enslaving nation claims as its origin 
the triumph of freedom over tyranny.  
 

This paradox is manifest in our present moment as, 
for example, profoundly different visions of free-
dom attach to the wearing of facemasks to reduce 
the risk of COVID-19 transmission.  For some, com-
pliance with mandates to wear masks in confined 
spaces is an act of self and collective caring.  For 
others, bewilderingly, the mask is a muzzle symbol-
izing compliance by ceding personal rights to the 
State.  In addition to this debate, uprisings against 
racist police violence, structural racism, and white 
supremacy, are once again calling out the hypoc-
risy of those who claim the right of freedom while 
acting to oppress others.  At the risk of stating the 
obvious, the stakes of both struggles are nothing 
less than life or death.  The Rev. William Barber, one 
of the key figures in the Poor People’s Campaign: A 
National Call for Moral Revival, has begun to make 
these stakes explicit by attaching a “death mea-
sure” (DM) to the legislative and administrative (in)
actions he critiques.  That is, he not only denounces 
the moral and ethical failures of the political and 

corporate elite, but, by assigning a DM to these 
failings, he underscores how their actions produce 
suffering, illness, and death and how they might act 
in ways that advance and secure life.
 
Observances of the 400th anniversary of the arrival 
of the first Africans to be sold into bondage claim 
the future for life.  This is difficult and joyous 
work, for as our elders and ancestors did, we must 
suffer this history, and grieve the millions it has 
dispossessed of their inherent dignity.  At the same 
time, we claim for ourselves the stubborn refusal 
to succumb to the conditions of the epoch and 
assume the responsibility inherent to “historical 
consciousness,” which is our duty to compose the 
future.  Together, we must create what is to come 
and we must do this creative work in every place.  
The 400th anniversary observances affirmed that 
history matters, a truth we are seeing enacted as 
crowds gather to remake the historical fabric of our 
cities by toppling and removing symbols and mon-

uments of oppression.  As was said during the 1968 
uprising in Paris, “poetry is in the streets.”  This 
remaking needs to be mirrored within each of us as 
we figure out how to disentangle our gorgeous and 
infinitely surprising differences from the narrow 
and fragmenting regimes of racism.  We too, in our 
embodied fullness, are a place in need of a future.  
The poet, Audre Lorde, provides a blueprint for this 
work when she writes in her essay, “Poetry is not a 
Luxury”: “The white fathers told us: I think, there-
fore I am.  The black goddess within each of us—the 
poet—whispers in our dreams: I feel, therefore I can 
be free.”



”COLLECTIVE ANNIVERSARIES 
ARE ESSENTIAL TO THE HEALTH 
OF A COMMUNITY AND EVEN 
CONTRIBUTE TO THE MENTAL 
HEALTH OF A NATION.
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The articulation of dehumanization has shaped 
every aspect of life and culture in the United States.  
It is manifest today as an elaborate network of so-
cial, economic, political, and spiritual divisions that 
reproduce ever more elaborate forms of inequality 
and exploitative and oppressive life and work condi-
tions. We came to call this the ecology of inequality. 
Robert Sember wrote in our first starter kit:

Images
1. Abolitionist Coin 
2. Landing at Jamestown
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White supremacy is at the core of the ecology 
of inequality. It is an ideology and practice 
that works in concert with patriarchy, hetero-
normativity, and capitalism to exploit difference 
in order to acquire and maintain economic, 
political, military, and cultural power. This power 
is maintained through multiple forms of symbolic 
and material violence that determines who is fully 
human and who is less-than-human. Numerous 
lives have been sacrificed to maintain various 
forms of supremacy and countless others have 
suffered as their life possibilities are narrowed 
and destroyed by terror and exploitation. While 
those who claim supremacy have access to goods 

Our origins
PART 1

In 2016, social psychiatrist Mindy Fullilove realized 
that 2019 would mark the 400th anniversary of the 
arrival of the first people from Africa landing at 
Jamestown to be sold into slavery. What would it 
mean for the nation to observe this anniversary? 

She shared this idea with colleagues at the Univer-
sity of Orange. Fullilove pointed out that anniversa-
ries are important to individuals and communities. 
Anniversaries are not simply external reminders. 
Our bodies have built-in calendars and they re-
mind us when important anniversaries roll around.  
We may notice that we are anxious or depressed, 
without being certain of the cause. We might even 
start crying and wonder why, before we realize that 
we are reacting to an anniversary. This “anniversary 
reaction” is an important psychological mechanism 
that brings unresolved issues to our attention—un-
finished mourning or unresolved anger, for exam-
ple. Once brought to our consciousness, we have an 
opportunity to resolve these issues and move on in 
a healthier manner. 

There are collective anniversaries as well. As 
groups, we have history that includes all kinds of 
power struggles, betrayals, victories, and tragedies. 
The passage of time is not necessarily enough to 
resolve all that has happened to us. Thus, collective 
anniversaries are essential to the health of a com-

munity and even contribute to the mental health 
of a nation. Denial has never moved a country 
forward.  The University Orange (UofO) enthusias-
tically endorsed the effort to call the nation to the 
remembrance of Jamestown.

Then, a few months later, Fullilove interviewed for 
a position at The New School, and introduced the 
idea of the anniversary observance. New School fac-
ulty members William Morrish and Robert Sember 
joined the effort alongside UofO. These two groups 
were joined by Columbia University Mailman School 
of Public Health, Voices of a People’s History, and 
ONE DC to found the project. We then created an 
advisory board with representation from around 
the nation.

From its inception, we highlighted the slave owners’ 
creation of an ideology of inequality as one of the 
lasting harms of the institution of slavery. Histori-
ans have documented how that ideology evolved 
over the first hundred years, as Africans were 
thrust into chattel slavery justified by the argument 
that they were not human beings.  The concept of 
inequality has justified the subjugation of people 
along the lines of gender, religion, sexual orienta-
tion, ethnicity, and indigeneity—all categories held 
to be “less than human.”   

1

and experiences others do not, their lives are 
spiritually diminished and damaged. They are cut 
off from that most essential quality of freedom, 
the loving encounter with others that is possible 
only when we meet equally and fully human in our 
capacity for joy, suffering, curiosity, creativity, and 
learning. Equality is never possible in the House of 
White Supremacy. 

Robert Sember, 
400 Years of Inequality Starter Kit 1



”IN ORDER TO SEE WHERE WE 
ARE GOING, WE NOT ONLY MUST 
REMEMBER WHERE WE HAVE 
BEEN, BUT WE MUST UNDERSTAND 
WHERE WE HAVE BEEN.

- ELLA BAKER
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Getting started
PART 2

William Morrish, who is an architect, laid out a plan 
for our project. In the first year, 2017, we would 
hold a spring symposium and fall curriculum disrup-
tion at the New School, with the theme “<3/5ths.” 
Bill, riffing on the clause in the Constitution that 
said that slaves would be counted as 3/5ths of a 
person, argued that in 2016 all of us were caught in 
an ecology of inequality and being denied our full 
humanity. In the second year, 2018, we would begin 
to imagine rectifying that, with a focus on 4/5ths, 
and the structure of a spring symposium and fall 
curriculum disruption. The third year, 2019, was to 
be the year of the observances, the 5/5ths year. We 
would hold a spring symposium and call for obser-
vances October 12th-18th around the nation, and 
even around the world.

Given this plan, our first collaborative effort was a 
symposium in 2017 that examined the long histo-
ry of oppression that had created the situation of 
vast inequality in the U.S. and made the election of 
Donald Trump on a populist platform. Students in 
Mindy Fullilove’s class, 400 Years of Inequality, were 
working to create a timeline of the 400 Years.  They 
brought their draft to the symposium and it was 
displayed on tables for ease of study.  Participants 
were invited to annotate the drafts.  In addition, 
symposium participants looked at the particular 
moment in which we were launching the initia-

tive—a moment of growing inequality and rising 
white nationalism.  Mindy Fullilove’s class on Situ-
ation Analysis described the dynamic of the times, 
naming the moment, as per Abraham Lincoln, 
“Divided we fall.”

Our call for a “curriculum disruption” was support-
ed by the leadership of The New School and held on 
October 12 to 18, 2017.  Ricky Tucker, Bailey Baer-
wolf, and Stephanie Leone created a project that 
recorded people reading from Voices of a People’s 
History of the United States, Howard Zinn and 
Anthony Arnove’s documentary history.  Tucker, 
Baerwolf and Leone used New School’s social media 
to share the readings and invite people to investi-
gate our history.  The first curriculum disruption 
was supported by fifty faculty members, who used 
their class time in a wide variety of ways.  

The creation of the timeline and attention to peo-
ple’s voices grounded our work in details of the his-
tory, opening our eyes to history in a new way.   We 
came to understand the importance of Ella Baker’s 
observation, “In order to see where we are going, 
we not only must remember where we have been, 
but we must understand where we have been.”

In April, after the symposium, we started working 
with designer Pam Shaw to create our logo. She 
played with the concepts of 3/5ths and with break-
ing chains to create the design that became our 
trademark. 

4
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”WE CALL ON EVERYONE TO PREPARE 
OBSERVANCES FOR THE 400TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE ARRIVAL IN 1619 
AT JAMESTOWN OF THE FIRST AFRICANS 
TO BE SOLD INTO BONDAGE. THESE 
AFRICANS WERE THE FIRST OF MILLIONS 
THAT FOLLOWED AS SLAVES TO WORK 
ON PLANTATIONS ESTABLISHED ON 
LAND STOLEN FROM THE INDIGENOUS 
PEOPLES OF THE CONTINENT.
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Creating the Call
PART 3

In order to create the Call to Observance, we talked 
at length about what a call was.  A call might be 
a way to get attention, or express a feeling.  Calls 
could also be collective or institutional as in a call to 
prayer.  We could be called to do something, as in 
being called to jury duty.  Our call to remembrance 
was all of these.  We  realized that we weren’t think-
ing of history in a scholarly sense, but in the sense 
of living together into a future organized around 
justice, freedom, and a full life for all.  To get to that 
full life for all, we needed to see where we were lo-
cated—the time and place in which we existed.  We 
made two assertions:

1. I am in the ecology of inequality and
2. I do not want to live in the House of White 

Supremacy.

We invited partners and friends to join us for our 
second annual Spring Symposium with this 
invitation:  

6

You are invited to help write: 

A CALL TO OBSERVANCE 

In preparation for Remembering Jamestown Week (October 12-18th, 2019), please help us invite the 
nation to prepare for and observe this solemn anniversary. 

We need an invitation that will speak to our many communities, recognizing that the long arm of 
slavery still haunts us today, and inviting each to consider the ways in which their own history is part of 
this.  We want to gather 100 people to create this invitation together.  

Please join us 

March 16, 2019, 10 am to 5 pm
Wollman Hall, Fifth Floor, 65 W. 11th Street
The New School, New York, NY

Organized by the 400 Years of Inequality Committee at The New School:
Mindy Thompson Fullilove, William Morrish, and Robert Sember

Images
6. Symposium 2, March 
   16, 2018. Photo by 
   Aubrey Murdock

At the symposium, we explored the ecology of in-
equality using “chenille stems”—formerly known as 
pipe cleaners—to express our embodied experience 
of this reality. We were joined that day by youth 
from the East Harlem-based program Concrete 
Safaris, who read selections from Voices of a People’s 
History. Throughout the day, poet Bette Bland, 
invited people to jot down words or phrases that 
resonated for them on post-it notes.  She created a 
poem from those words.  To close the symposium 
we shared our Call.



You see
It takes energy to cross boundaries,
It must be a struggle.
Writing history IS an act of resistance
It’s smacked in the face with racism
If I am to know how to understand, that
It requires people to be vulnerable
That 
We are the history of the future
That even children feel the excitement
Of the campaign to recognize something new.

An ecology is a living organism
To know the river
To recognize all our lives we’ve had to fight
To know if you are visible you can be a target

We need a coalition
Moments of progress happen at times of coalition
We need a coalition
To redefine “We”
To excavate
To imagine

We have to agree
We need to 
Reimagine what is

It can be fearful work
It can be painful work

A Call to Observe 

the Anniversary of 400 Years of Inequality
“I Don’t Want to Live in the House 
of White Supremacy”

The spirits of our ancestors whisper to us,
How often do we listen?
What do they say?
Where are they trying to take us?
What do we learn?
The norms are a little mixed up;
Out of sight, out of mind,
Whose sight, whose mind?
We make visible by telling stories

Circulating
No struggle, no progress
Hard lines
Disimagination
Histories lived but left unwritten
Keeping things invisible is safe
No human being is a criminal
No inmate, a savage, a slave.

400 Years of Inequality

So much is unseen
Yet the town thought of itself
As progressive
Norms were a little mixed up
Because

Similar stories from different places
There is 
Denial, and therefore
All my life I’ve had to fight

That hard lines divide our cities
There is always a double consciousness;
It is mostly done to stop 
Some outsider.  Who is 
Being read as criminal, as suspect.
We need a coalition,
We have to let go of the
Meritocracy,
To let go of the 
White supremacy

To work simultaneously
To know
Scarcity vs. abundance
To learn from the abundance
Of our wisdom
There’s enough food
There’s enough space
There’s enough love

To bring truth & reconciliation

- Bette Bland



The Call

We call on everyone to prepare observances for the 400th Anniversa-
ry of the arrival in 1619 at Jamestown of the first Africans to be sold 
into bondage. These Africans were the first of millions that followed 
as slaves to work on plantations established on land stolen from the 
indigenous peoples of the continent.

Colonialism and slavery were soon codified into laws promoting 
inequality and legitimating oppression and terror. These laws and 
the practices they encouraged were and remain formidable barriers 
against efforts by Native Americans, African Americans, poor whites, 
and numerous other groups, to unite against the dispossession and 
occupation of lands, and exploitative and oppressive life and work 
conditions.

Some hundred years after the beginning of the trade in humans, 
principles that explicitly and emphatically contradicted structures of 
inequality and dehumanization were enshrined in the Declaration of 
Independence. Years later, however, the Constitution would advance 
one of the most pernicious accountings of human worth by asserting 
that slaves counted as only 3/5ths of a person. The contradictions and 
hypocrisy evident in the founding documents is manifest today as an 
elaborate network of social, economic, political, and spiritual divisions 
that reproduce ever more elaborate forms of inequality.

This accounting of personhood established in the Constitution dimin-
ishes the humanity of vast groups of people while elevating others to 
the status of “natural” supremacy. This ledger of worth and legitima-
cy constrains all our lives, including the lives of oppressors, for it is 
spiritually impoverished and forecloses the building of diverse, caring, 
joyful, and free communities.

We need desperately to link arms in radical equality.

Starting now, we can renew and strengthen the long struggle for full 
emancipation, equity, and justice by coming together to remember 
the events at Jamestown and the pernicious and persistent devaluing 
of persons that has been a central structure of U.S. history. We need 
to unify, account for the past, and assume the rights and responsibil-
ity of the future for all if we are to meet the challenges ahead. These 
challenges include climate change, decaying physical infrastructure, 
rapidly evolving jobs, underperforming schools, uneven access to 
health care, and a lack of affordable housing.

We call on everyone to prepare observances for the 400th Anniversary 
of Jamestown.

We do this to denounce structures of inequality. We do this to fore-
ground our fundamental and unconditional equality. We remember 
and in doing so we refuse to participate in and reproduce structures of 
dehumanization, exploitation, oppression, and inequity.



”WE PREDICTED THAT SOMETHING 
WOULD HAPPEN TO BRING THE 
ANNIVERSARY OF 1619 INTO 
SHARP FOCUS. WE THOUGHT 
THAT, AT THAT POINT, PEOPLE 
WOULD LOOK FOR RESOURCES 
AND WE PLANNED TO HAVE 
RESOURCES AVAILABLE FOR THAT 
MOMENT.
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Creating a path 
to observance
PART 4

We sent the Call to Observance far and wide. As a 
small project, we considered how best to use our 
resources. We predicted that something would 
happen to bring the anniversary of 1619 into sharp 
focus. We thought that, at that point, people would 
look for resources and we planned to have resourc-
es available for that moment. We were so delighted 
when, in August 2019, the New York Times 1619 Proj-
ect rocketed the anniversary into national aware-
ness.  And we were ready to help the huge number 
of people looking into the topic!

We started with the assumption that we should 
all hold place-based observances.  What does that 
mean?  We looked to places that had investigated 
their own history. Three stories helped us under-
stand this process: the acknowledgement of Near-
est Green as the inventor of Jack Daniel’s whiskey; 
the work of Nantes, France, to recognize its history 
as a major port in the slave trade; and the story of 
Batesburg, South Carolina, which installed a mon-
ument to a brutal attack on Isaac Woodard, a black 
veteran, on his way home from decorated military 
service in World War II. We recognized that people 
learn from seeing what other people have done, as 
we were learning from these stories. We asked our-
selves, “What resources would we need to provide 
for people so that they could reflect on their own 
history as these places have done?”

Here is the panoply of resources we developed:

The 400 Years of Inequality Website
Since June 2018, our website has had over 37,000 
visitors. The website was designed as a place for 
people to find and access the tools to understand 
this history, and as a hub for people to share their 
plans to hold observance events. In addition to 
hosting the Call to Observance and information 
about our project, the website has served as a hub 
where anyone can find our educational resources 
and as an organizing tool to gather people around 
the anniversary and communicate the concept of 
a “place-based observance.” The website demon-
strated how to observe with examples of people 
unearthing and confronting the half-told stories in 
their history: the building of slave trading ships in 
Nantes, France; the invention of Jack Daniels’ whis-
key by an enslaved man; the displacement of the 
poor in rebuilding Albany, NY; and through show-
casing examples of other observances as people 
submitted their plans in 2019. In 2020, the website 
continues to provide new educational material and 
serves as a visual record of many observances that 
took place.
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Andrew Jackson became a national hero 
when he fought the Battle of Horseshoe 
Bend against a thousand Creeks and 
killed eight hundred of them, with few 
casualties on his side.  The Cherokees 
helped the United States to victory.
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Sioux Chief Sitting Bull led the final group of 
his tribe, still fugitive from the reservation, 
and surrendered to United States troops at 
Fort Buford, Montana.  Eventually, the Sioux 
reached an agreement with the federal 
government that divides the Sioux territory 
into six smaller Reservations.

On July 4th, slavery was 
abolished in New York 
State.

All the states had passed laws 
which took away women’s 
right to vote.

The Indian Trade 
and Intercourse 
Act was passed, 
placing nearly 
all interaction 
between Indians 
and non-Indians 
under federal, 
rather than state 
control.  

The United States and 
Spain signed Pinckney’s 
Treaty, which defined 
the boundary between 
American and Spanish 
territory and gave the 
United States navigation 
rights on the Mississippi 
River. This agreement later 
played a role in enabling 
American expansionism. 

The Underground Railroad had 
slowly evolved into a network of 
white and black abolitionists who 
assisted slaves to escape to the 
free states and Canada.  Slaves 
were hidden in churches, bots, 
sheds, houses, and basements, as 
they made the perilous journey to 
freedom.

New Amsterdam was 
renamed New York.

1635

1690

1832
The second of the Marshall Trilogy was decided 
by the Supreme Court.  Cherokee Nation vs. 
Georgia determined that Native American 
lands fell under the jurisdiction of the National 
Government and therefore state laws did not 
apply in these areas.
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Andrew Jackson led a 
military campaign to 
conquer Indian land 
throughout the West and 
the South, burning 
Seminole villages and 
seizing Spanish forts, until 
Spain was “persuaded” to 
sell, now known as the 
Florida Purchase of 1819

1832

1831

Black Hawk War occurred 
between April and August. 
Despite a strong defense by 
the Sauk, Black Hawk 
surrendered on August 2nd. 
Approximately 70 soldiers and 
settlers and over 400 Indians 
were killed.

1830

The Bureau of Indian Affairs was created within the 
War Department, establishing a process for 
government-to-government relationships between 
the U.S. and Federally recognized tribes.

The Philadelphia Female Anti-Slavery 
Society was founded. This abolitionist 
group advocated for racial and gender 
equality.

The 17,000 Cherokee, finding themselves surrounded 
by 900,000 whites in Georgia, Alabama and 
Tennessee, decided to adapt to the white man’s world. 
They became farmers, blacksmiths, carpenters, 
masons, and owners of property.

The Confederacy is founded when the deep 
South secedes, and the Civil War begins the 
following year.  Cherokee, Creek, and 
Choctaw nations supported the confederacy 
in the interest of being granted their own 
states under the Confederacy and continuing 
slave ownership in their tribes. 

The U.S. government waged war against Mexico. 
Soldiers committed war atrocities out of a sense of duty, 
despite their misgivings. One said, “The United States 
are the aggressors… but as a military man, I am bound to 
execute orders.” 

The New England Workingman’s Association opposed 
the Mexican war, stating that they saw the motive for 
the war being to give wealthy Southern slave owners 
more land. 

The Emancipation 
Proclamation is issued by 
President Abraham Lincoln. 
“All persons held as slaves 
shall be free.”

Jefferson doubled the size of the 
nation by purchasing the 
Louisiana Territory from France, 
thus extending the western 
frontier from the Appalachians 
across the Mississippi.

The bilingual Shoshone 
woman Sacagawea 
joined the Lewis and 
Clark Corps of Discovery 
expedition, lasting until 
1806, which traveled 
from the northern plains 
through the Rocky 
Mountains to the Pacific 
Ocean and back.

By 1800, 10 to 15 million 
blacks had been transported 
to the Americas. Gabriel 
Prosser was a literate 
enslaved blacksmith who 
planned a large slave rebellion 
in the Richmond area in the 
summer of 1800.  

Pontiac’s Rebellion against the 
British in the Ohio River Valley.

The Currency Act prohibited the colonists 
from issuing any legal tender paper money.  
This act threatened to destabilize the entire 
colonial economy of both the industrial 
North and the agricultural South, thus 
uniting colonists against it. The Sugar Act 
was passed by British Parliament.  This act 
increased the duties on imported sugar and 
other items such as textiles, coffee, wines 
and indigo (dye).  It doubled the duties on 
foreign goods reshipped from England to the 
colonies and also forbade the import of 
foreign rum and French wines. 

Mary Dyer, a Quaker who followed in 
Ann Hutchinson’s beliefs, was hung in 
Massachusetts for continually 
preaching of Quakerism.  

The oldest historically black 
university, Cheyney University 
of Pennsylvania, was founded.

Flour Riot broke out during 
the crisis of that year.  
One-third of the working 
class in New York (50,000 
persons) were without work 
and 200,000 (of a 
population of 500,000) were 
living, as one observer put it, 
“in utter and hopeless 
distress.”

Sojourner Truth 
delivered her famous 
extemporaneous 
speech on women’s 
rights, later known as 
“Ain’t I a Woman.” 

Western expansion was glorified in 
newspapers as beneficial for 
conquered peoples and “the destiny of 
the White race.”

The continuing debate whether territory gained in the Mexican War 
should be open to slavery was decided in the Compromise of 1850.  
California was admitted as a free state, Utah and New Mexico left to 
popular sovereignty, and the slave trade in Washington DC was 
prohibited.  

The final Seminole War occurred between 
the whites and the Seminoles remaining 
in Florida.  First war was in 1817, the 
second in 1835.   The second war, which 
concluded in 1842, would be known as 
the fiercest struggle the US government 
had with Native Americans, ultimately 
costing $20 million dollars.  When the 
war concluded in 1858, the Seminole 
population in the area was below 200.

Enslaved black women are legally classified 
as “property” sans the right to self-defense 
against all sexual assaults, including rapes, 
perpetrated by a master in the case of 
Missouri v. Celia.

The Ku Klux Klan was formed in 
Tennessee by ex-Confederates.

KKK members tried and convicted by 
federal courts in Mississippi. Black 
political representation in public 
offices went up by 65% before. 

Congress passed what came to be 
known as the Comstock Laws, federal 
statutes that made it illegal to 
transport obscene material through 
the mail. This prohibition was used to 
restrict the availability of 
contraceptives.

Anti-slavery token read “Am I not a 
woman and a sister?”

John Punch was sentenced to a life of servitude for 
running away and became the first “slave for life.” 
Two white companions were given extended terms 
of servitude. 20,000 settlers had arrived in the 
colonies.

Massachusetts 
became the first 
colony to legalize 
slavery.

Twenty Africans were brought to Jamestown to be 
sold into bondage, the first Africans brought to 
Britain’s North American colonies.

The Virginia House of Burgesses was formed,thus 
creating a body to record and enforce contracts 
between servants and masters.

A ship load of women were brought in to be servants.

800 ‘choice persons’ sent 
to Virgina for indentured 
servitude.

The New England Confederation of Plymouth, 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, and New Haven 
adopted a fugitive slave law.  Several laws 
were passed to lengthen servitude.  

The French and 
Iroquois Wars 
began, also called 
the Beaver Wars.  
English joined the 
Iroquois to defeat 
the French by 1698.

Pequot tribe was declared extinct as part of the outcome of the 
Pequot war. All surviving members were made to live under 
colonial authority and could not live on their previous land or be 
recognized under their tribal name.

Opechancanough’s Indians 
attacked in 1622; the Second 
Anglo-Powhatan War, lasted 
until 1626. 

Dutchman David Pieterson DeVries visited Virginia and 
noted poor servitude conditions in which “immigrants 
died like cats and dogs.”

British colonization 
began in Jamestown

Powhatan died and brother 
Opechancanough assumed power

Massachusetts governor, John Winthrop, declared that 
“in all times some must be rich, some poore, some highe 
and eminent in power and dignitie; others meane and in 
subjection.”

San Estaban del Rey Mission 
was established at Acoma 
Pueblo in New Mexico.  

Maryland Indians wrote 
to English colonists, 
“...since you are here as 
strangers,and come into 
our Countrey, you should 
rather conform to the 
Customes of our 
Countrey, then impose 
yours on us…”

The first American slave 
carrier, Desire, was built 
and launched in 
Massachusetts, marking 
the start of colonial 
America’s slave trade. 

Rhode Island was 
founded by Roger 
Williams.  

John Mason raided the 
Pequot village on Block 
Island. 

Thomas Paine published 
Common Sense in January. The 
50-page pamphlet was highly 
critical of King George III and 
provided strong arguments for 
American independence.  It 
became an immediate 
sensation.  In proportion to the 
population of that time, it was 
the bestselling American book 
of all time.

The Continental Congress 
adopted the Declaration of 
Independence on July, 1776.

Massachusetts made marriage and sexual relations between blacks and 
whites illegal. First Blood Quantum law adopted in the colony of Virginia with 
a series of laws denying civil rights to any “negro, mulatto, or Indian”.  These 
laws defined the above terms by stating that “the child of an Indian, and the 
child, grandchild, or great grandchild of a negro shall be deemed accounted, 
held, and taken to be a mulatto.” 

A law passed which required masters to provide white, male indentured ser-
vants with 10 bushels of corn, 30 shillings, and a gun upon the end of their 
indentured time. 

Virginia became the first colony to establish a comprehensive slave code. The 
Virginia Slave Code codified slave status, defining all slaves as real estate 
during punishment, forbidding slaves and free colored peoples from physically 
assaulting white persons, and denying slaves the right to bear arms or move 
abroad without written permission. 

New York declared that punishment by execution would be applied to certain 
runaway slaves.

The North Carolina Fusion alliance of Populists and 
Republicans swept the state. This was an unprecedented 
alliance between political forces in the black and white 
community that paved the way to roll back repressive 
legislation and policy, seeking to squash progressive that 
elected and placed over 1000 officials into government. 
This period was short lived and was met with a campaign 
of white supremacy to disenfranchise African Americans, 
using race as a scare tactic.

Last queen of Hawaii, Liliuokalani, 
dethroned in U.S. supported coup. 
Hawaii becomes an official U.S. 
territory in 1900.

Wyoming became the 
first state to grant 
women the right to vote 
in all elections.

The Sherman Anti-Trust Act passed which made it 
illegal to conspire or organize to restrict domestic or 
international commercial trade.

The Battle of Wounded Knee, South 
Dakota, occured as the last major 
battle between United States troops 
and Indians. Hundreds of Indian men, 
women, and children were slain, 
along with twenty-nine soldiers.

The Interstate Commerce Act passed and 
created a body to “regulate the railroads 
on behalf of the consumer”. In reality, the 
commission did very little regulating, and 
served primarily to give consumers the 
illusion of government supervision.

The Dawes Act was passed in an effort to 
assimilate Native Americans into 
mainstream society; fix Native American 
poverty; and open native land to white 
settlers. This led to an attempt to dissolve 
reservations so as to encourage Native 
Americans to move to urban areas.

The Spanish-American War ended 
Spain’s colonial empire in the Western 
Hemisphere and secured the position of 
the United States as a Pacific power. 

Plessy v. Ferguson, 163 US 537 was a 
landmark constitutional law case of the US 
Supreme Court decided in 1896. It upheld 
state racial segregation laws for public 
facilities under the doctrine of “separate but 
equal”.

The Seventh Cavalry under the command of Lt. 
Colonel George Armstrong Custer, protected a 
railroad survey party in Montana, engaged the 
Sioux for the first time near the Tongue River in 
one minor clash of the Indian War.  The Battle of 
Little Big Horn followed in 1876, continuing the 
Custer’s aggression against the Sioux and 
Cheyenne. 

The American Federation of 
Labor (AFL) was established to 
provide union representation for 
skilled workers. At the time, seg-
regated unions were formed 
based on gender, race, and skill. 

Tell General Howard I know his heart. What he 
told me before, I have it in my heart. I am tired 
of fighting. Our Chiefs are killed; Looking Glass 
is dead, Ta Hool Hool Shute is dead. The old 
men are all dead. It is the young men who say 
yes or no. He who led on the young men is 
dead. It is cold, and we have no blankets; the 
little children are freezing to death. My people, 
some of them, have run away to the hills, and 
have no blankets, no food. No one knows 
where they are - perhaps freezing to death. I 
want to have time to look for my children, and 
see how many of them I can find. Maybe I shall 
find them among the dead. Hear me, my 
Chiefs! I am tired; my heart is sick and sad. 
From where the sun now stands I will fight no 
more forever.  -Chief Joseph

The Civil War ends when Robert E. Lee 
surrenders to Ulysses S. Grant at the 
Appomattox courthouse.Slave-owning 
tribes were required to offer tribal citizenship 

1865

Frederick Douglass 
published his 
autobiography, Narrative of 
the Life of Frederick 
Douglass, as American 
Slave, detailing his 
experience as a slave.  It 
became an international 
bestseller and is still in print 
today.  

Fifty-three African on board the slave ship The Amistad 
revolted against their captors, killing most.  Those left 
sailed them to Long Island, NY, instead their intended 
destination, Africa.  The ship was captured and the 
Africans held during an important trial in federal.  It 
was determined that they were free and most returned 
to Africa.  

On October 1st, the first detachment Cherokee set out in what was to be 
known as the Trail of Tears.  Throughout this process, nearly 17,000 
Cherokee moved west - an estimated 4,000 died in the process of hunger, 
exposure, and disease.  There were 645 wagons, and people marching 
alongside.  Survivors told of halting at the edge of the Mississippi in the 
middle of winter, the river full of ice, “hundreds of sick and dying penned 
up in wagons or 
stretched upon the 
ground.” Other tribes 
were also removed 
from the Southeast, 
including the Choctaw 
and the Creeks.  

The Secretary of War ordered the removal of the 
Creeks as a military necessity. By 1837, 
approximately 15,000 Creeks had migrated west 
despite never having signed a removal treaty. 

William Lloyd Garrison began 
publishing The Liberator, a 
weekly paper that advocated 
the complete abolition of 
slavery. He became one of the 
most famous figures in the 
abolitionist movement.  

1828
In Dover, New Hampshire, several hundred women mill workers paraded with banners and flags. They 
shot off gunpowder, in protest against new factory rules, which charged fines for coming late, forbade 
talking on the job, and required church attendance. They made a list of resolutions, including this one: 
“3rd, Resolved, That we view with feelings of indignation the attempt made to throw upon us, who are 
least able to bear it, the effect of this ‘pressure’ by reducing our wages, while those of our overseers and 
Agent are continued to them at their former high rate. That we think of our wage already low enough, 
when the peculiar circumstances of our situation are considered; that we are many of us far from our 
homes, parents, and friends, and it is only by strict economy and untiring industry that any of us have 
been able to lay up anything...”  They were forced to return to the mill, their demands unmet, and their 
leaders were fired and blacklisted.

 Nat Turner, an enslaved 
African American preacher, led 
the most significant slave 
uprising in American history.  
He and his band of followers 
launched a short rebellion in 
Southampton County, Virginia. 
The militia quelled the rebellion 
and Turner was hanged.  As a 
consequence, Virginia 
instituted much stricter slave 
laws.

Women factory workers in Pawtucket, 
Rhode Island, “turned out,” as a strike was 
then called, over a cut in wages and other 
injustices.  They joined with other workers 
and residents of the area.  The owners 
yielded to their demands and restored 
wages.

Johnson v. McIntosh, the first of three court cases known 
as the Marshall Trilogy, decided Native Americans only 
have a “right of occupancy” and hold no title to the land 
they live on.  The “Doctrine of Discovery,” held that the 
country that “discovered” the land held title.

Denmark Vesey, an African American carpenter 
who had purchased his freedom, planned a 
slave revolt with the intent to lay siege to 
Charleston, South Carolina. The plot was 
discovered and Vesey and 34 co-conspirators 
were hanged.

Just a year after taking office, President 
Andrew Jackson pushed a new piece of leg-
islation called the “Indian Removal Act” 
through both houses of Congress. It gave 
the president power to negotiate removal 
treaties with Indian tribes living east of the 
Mississippi. 

David Walker published his anti-slavery tract, 
entitled, Walker’s Appeal, in Four Articles; Together 
with a Preamble, to the Coloured Citizens of the 
World, but in Particular, and Very Expressly, to Those 
of the United States of America, Written in Boston, 
State of Massachusetts, September 28, 1829

The Missouri Compromise maintained a 
balance between slave and free states by 
admitting Missouri as a slave state and Maine 
as a free state.  

The War of 1812 lasted from June, 1812 to 
February 1815, fought between the United 
States and the United Kingdom, its North 
American colonies, and its Native American 
allies.  Causes of the war included British 
attempts to restrict US trade, the Royal 
Navy’s impressment of American seamen 
and America’s desire to expand its territory. 

Tecumseh organized a Confederacy of several Native 
American tribes.  Governor William Henry Harrison sent 
troops into the Confederacy’s headquarter, Prophetstown, 
and burned it down.  Tecumseh resolved that no peace 
could ever be achieved with white settlers. 

1788
An engraving of the slave ship Brookes was 
published in Plymouth, England, depicting the 
conditions on board the ship.  It became an 
iconic image of the inhumanity of the slave 
trade and an important tool of the Abolitionist 
Movement.  

US Constitution was adopted.  Its preamble says, 
“We the People of the United States, in Order to 
form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure 
domestic Tranquility, provide for the common 
defense, promote the general Welfare, and secure 
the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our 
Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution 
for the United States of America.” 

1787

Congress enacted the Northwest 
Ordinance providing for the eventual 
establishment of three to five states in 
the area north of the Ohio River. The 
Ordinance included a Bill of Rights that 
guaranteed freedom of religion, the right 
to trial by jury, public education, and a 
ban on slavery in the Northwest.  

“Give me liberty or give me death!” is a quotation attributed to Patrick Henry 
from a speech he made to the Second Virginia Convention.  He is credited 
with have swung the balance in convincing the convention to pass a resolu-
tion delivering Virginia troops for the Revolutionary War. “The Shot Heard 
Round the World.”
 
In April, the first battle of the war, Lexington, marked the beginning of the 
American Revolution. The first major fight between British and American 
troops occurred at Bunker Hill in June. They were attacked by a frontal as-
sault of over 2000 British troops who stormed up the hill.  
 
The Second Continental Congress convened in Philadelphia in May and 
managed the war effort. George Washington was selected to be the 
commander of the Continental Army.  

Groups of discontented 
farmers and workers in 
western Massachusetts rioted 
around debt collection 
practices in what is known as 
Shay’s Rebellion.

Riots to oppose British soldiers taking jobs from 
American workers turned violent in what became 
known as the Boston Massacre. Three 
Americans—ropemaker Samuel Gray, mariner 
James Caldwell, and Crispus Attucks—died 
instantly. Samuel Maverick, an apprentice ivory 
turner of seventeen, was struck by a ricocheting 
musket ball at the back of the crowd, and died a 
few hours later, in the early morning of the next 
day. Resentment grew when six of the British 
soldiers were acquitted and two were 
discharged from the army, their thumbs 
branded.

The United States and Great Britain 
signed the Treaty of Paris. 

The Constitution contained 
the ”3/5’s compromise,” a 
plan proposed by James 
Wilson and Roger Sherman 
that allowed states to count 
three-fifths of each slave in 
determining political 
representation in the House 
of Representatives.

George Washington was 
unanimously elected 
president of the United 
States in the first 
presidential election.

1784
Forced to labor in the mission fields and 
to worship according to the missionaries’ 
teachings, the Indians at San Diego 
rebelled against the Spanish, burning 
every building and killing most of the 
inhabitants, including the mission’s head 
priest.  A Spanish sharpshooter drove the 
Indians off and the Spanish retained 
control of their outpost. 

In the days following the Declaration of Independence, the Boston 
Committee of Correspondence set up a military draft to oppose 
the British. The rich could pay substitutes to avoid fighting. 

The majority of Native American nations sided with the British 
during the Revolution .Cherokees attacked a settlement in 
western North Carolina; Militia forces retaliated by destroying a 
nearby Cherokee Village.

The First Continental Congress met in 
Philadelphia with 56 delegates, representing 
every colony, except Georgia.  Attendants 
included Patrick Henry, George Washington, 
Sam Adams and John Hancock.

The Proclamation of 1763, 
signed by King George III of 
England, prohibited any 
English settlement west of 
the Appalachian Mountains 
and required those already 
settled in those regions to 
return east in an attempt to 
ease tensions with Native 
Americans.

Jupiter Hammond was a 
black poet who, in 1761, 
became the first African 
American writer to be 
published in the 
present-day United States.  
He is considered one of the 
founders of African 
American literature.  

The African Baptist or 
“Bluestone” Church 
was founded on the 
William Byrd 
plantation near the 
Bluestone River in 
Mecklenburg, Virginia, 
becoming the first 
known black church in 
North America.

Lydia Chapin Taft of 
Uxbridge, Massachusetts, 
became the only colonial 
woman known to vote, 
casting a vote in the local 
town hall meeting in place 
of her deceased husband.

On December 16, 1773, Royal Governor 
Hutchinson had repeated his command 
not to allow the ships out of the harbor 
until the tea taxes were paid.  That night, 
the Boston Tea Party occurred as 
colonial activists disguised themselves 
as Mohawk Indians, then boarded the 
ships and dumped 362 containers of tea 
into the harbor.  

The colonies had 96,600 
indentured servants and 
33,200 slaves.   

1776
Slave importation 
increased dramatically 
due to the introduction 
of rice cultivation.

The British Parliament made forced 
voyage to the New World a legal 
punishment for crime; convicts’ 
voyages were subsidized by the nation.

The Royal African Trade Company 
lost its monopoly on the slave 
trade; the New England colonies 
entered the business.

All English colonies 
had slavery.

A coalition of poor whites, indentured servants, 
and slaves united around discontent with 
aristocrats and Native Americans in what is 
known as Bacon’s Rebellion.  The 
disproportionate punishments meted out to 
white and black participants is one of the roots 
of “white privilege” as a means dividing the 
working class and aborting its rebellions.

Yamasee War united several 
different native tribes against the 
white population of North Carolina.  
While the settlers ultimately won 
the war, the Native Americans 
killed about ten percent of the 
white population making it one of 
the most devastating encounters 
for Southern whites. 

Mercy Otis Warren was 
born.  By 1775, she was 
the leading woman 
writer of the Revolution.  

Virginia passed a 
fugitive slave law.

The first ruling in the Thirteen 
Colonies stating that a person 
who committed no crime could 
be held in servitude for life. 

Fearing the potential for slave uprisings, 
Massachusetts reversed a 1652 statute and 
prohibited blacks from arming or training in the 
militia.   

A Virginia court granted blacks 
the right to hold slaves.  

Rhode Island passed laws restricting 
slavery and forbidding enslavement 
for more than 10 years.

Phyllis Wheatley was born.  
Her literary and artistic talents 
helped show that African 
Americans were equally 
capable, creative, intelligent 
human beings who benefited 
from an education.  

England turned to 
impressment to fuel a series 
of wars. Seamen in Boston 
rioted, ending in the house of 
a wealthy merchant being 
burned down.

The French and Indian War, also known as 
The Seven Years War began.  The war 
pitted France, French colonists, and their 
Native allies against Great Britain, the 
Anglo-American colonists, and the 
Iroquois Confederacy

On April 6, the New York City slave revolt began. 
An estimated nine white colonists and countless 
African-Americans died during the incident. 21 
enslaved African-Americans were hung and six 
commited suicide. 

Pennsylvania 
Quakers passed 
the first formal 
antislavery 
resolution.

King Phillips and 
Metacom Warred in 
Massachusetts 

Lucy Terry was brought to Rhode Island as a slave 
from Africa.  She composed a ballad, “Bars Fight,” 
about a 1746 incident.  It was preserved orally until 
being published in 1855.  It is considered the oldest 
known work of literature by an African American.

Russia sent the first Siberian fur traders 
on a voyage to Alaska beginning years of 
exploitation of Aleut fur   fur traders, 
women, and children. The Russians also 
brought many unknown diseases into 
the new territory.

The Chickasaw Wars (1736, 1739 
and 1752) were fought between 
the Chickasaw allied with the 
British against the French and 
their allies, the Choctaws and Illini.

Royal African Trade Company 
imported around 5,000 slaves per 
year in this period.

New York made it illegal for 
slaves to sell goods.

Virginia declared that all 
imported black servants were 
slaves for life.  

New York declared that 
blacks who converted to 
Christianity after their 
enslavement would not be 
freed.

Virginia prohibited 
free blacks and 
Indians from keeping 
Christian (i.e., white) 
servants.

Elias Neau, a French colonist, 
established a school for freed and 
enslaved African-Americans in 
New York City. 

Virginia forbade blacks and 
slaves from bearing 
arms/congregating and 
mandated harsh punishment 
for slaves who assaulted 
Christians or attempted escape.

The final battle of the Northwest Indian War, a 
struggle between Native American tribes affiliated 
with the western Confederacy, including support 
from the British, and the United States for control of 
the Northwest Territory.

The Sedition Act made it a crime to say or write 
anything “false, scandalous and malicious” against 
the government, Congress, or the President, with 
intent to defame them, bring them into disrepute, or 
excite popular hatreds against them. Hereditary slavery law was passed in Virginia.  It 

was declared that children of black mothers 
‘shall be bond or free according to the condition 
of the mother.” 

Massachusetts reversed a ruling that allowed 
blacks to train in arms. New York, Connecticut 
and New Hampshire passed similar laws 
restricting the bearing of arms. 

Royal African Trade Company was 
granted a charter with the English.

1660

A New York servant 
rebellion was thwarted.  
The servants were angry 
about the lack of meat in 
their diet.  

May 2018

The 400 Years of Inequality Timeline

The 400 Years of Inequality timeline was made by 
Dr. Mindy Fullilove’s graduate students in 2017. 
They followed four threads of history: African 
American, Indigenous People, Women, and Working 
People. The timeline is available for download on 
our website with printing instructions to print at 16’ 
long; it can easily be scaled smaller or larger. The 
timeline has been displayed in many places around 
the country. We have created many activities for 
people, groups, and students to engage with the 
timeline.
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1900
For the first time, all Native 
Americans were counted on 
the US Census, enumerated on 
reservations as well as in the 
general population. 

1903

 

1905

1907

1907

1905

1903

1906

1911

1904

1912

1918

1931

1942

1917

1947

1947

1943

1944

1945 1945

1949

1950

1955

1955

1951
1948

1918

The Harlem 369th Infantry Regiment 
was called to service and sent to France. 
Disdained by American armed forces 
because of widespread racism, they served 
with the French forces, which accepted 
them as equals.  The Regiment earned the 
name “Hellfighters” from the Germans 
because they never lost a man through 
capture, lost a trench or a foot of ground to 
the enemy.
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A steel strike started, which became one of the longest in 
the history of the industry.  The United Steelworkers of 
America won concessions from industry, but thereafter, 
companies began to import steel, marking the beginning 
of the collapse of the American steel. 

 

Wisconsin became the first state to outlaw 
discrimination based on sexual orientation.

Congress adopted the Gender Equity in Education Act, or 
Title IX,  to train teachers in gender equity, promote math 
and science learning by girls, counsel pregnant teens, and 
prevent sexual harassment.

Clinton’s Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement 
Act led to a massive increase in policing, authorized 
the Violence Against Women Act, and led to a massive 
increase in the prison population.

Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant 
Responsibility Act of 1996 vastly changed 
immigration laws because it expanded the 
grounds for detaining and deporting immigrants.

33% of working people had jobs paying at or below the 
federal poverty level. Many of these jobs left workers 
unable to afford housing, medical care, or adequate food. 
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Japanese Americans and 
Aleutian Natives were 
placed in internment camps.

1910

Restitution Acts of 1988 provided reparations 
for the internment of Japanese and Aleutian 
Americans during World War Two. 

Charles Curtis became the 
first American of Indian 
descent to be elected to the 
US Senate.  He later served 
as Herbert Hoover’s Vice 
President. 

The military created women’s 
branches in each of the armed services. 
Close to 350,000 women served in the 
WAVES (Navy), WACS (Army), SPARS 
(Coast Guard), MCWR (Marines), and 
WASP (Air Force).

The “Tuskegee Airmen” – the first black 
aviators to serve in the armed forces – 
were deployed to Europe where they 
earned many citations for their 
outstanding service.

Workers went on strike in what 
became known as the “Bread 
and Roses” strike, led by the 
Industrial Workers of the World, 
culminating in 23,000 workers 
on strike.

The Imperial Japanese Navy Air 
Service launched a military strike on 
the U.S. naval base at Pearl Harbor.  
The United States entered the war on 
the side of the Allies.  24,521 
reservation Indians and another 
20,000 off-reservation Indians served 
in the military effort (10 percent of 
the American Indian population or 
one-third of all able-bodied Native 
American men). Navajo were 
recruited into the army to securely 
code information during the war. Axis 
code breakers were unable to 
decipher their messages.

Congress passed the Indian Citizenship Act, 
also known as the Snyder Act, which granted 
all Native Americans full citizenship.  That 
same year, the Immigration Act limited 
immigrants in the US through a quota 
system. 

Ku Klux Klan was revived and 
operating in 27 states. About 83 
soldiers were lynched.

Although women represented 20% of the labor force 
and blacks earned 60% less wages, they remained 
unrepresented by the American Federation of Labor.

The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire 
killed 146 workers, most of them 
women and girls.  The factory owners 
had locked the doors, preventing 
people from escaping the factory on 
the 8th and 9th floors of a tall building.  
Some died of fire; others leapt to their 
deaths.

.  

W.E.B. Du Bois and William 
Monroe Trotter founded the 
Niagara Movement.  The 
movement was founded in 
protest of Booker T. 
Washington’s accommodation 
to the violence of the Jim Crow 
era.  Du Bois declared, “We will 
not be satisfied to take one jot 
or tittle less than our full 
manhood rights. We claim for 
ourselves every single right that 
belongs to a freeborn American, 
political, civil and social; and 
until we get these rights we will 
never cease to protest and 
assail the ears of America.”

By 1904, workers had participated in 4,000 
strikes across the country to demand shorter 
work days and increased wages. 

Taylorism, as a means of increasing efficiency, was 
introduced into manufacturing. It made workers 
interchangeable, increased the task-based division of 
labor, and divested individuals from their humanity. 

Congress passed the Antiquities Act which 
declared all Native American artifacts found on 
federal land, including the bones of the deceased, 
to be federal property.

The National Civic Federation developed the 
framework for workmen’s compensation 
insurance.

Oahu Sugar Strike occurred, a multiracial 
strike in Hawaii of the Filipino American and 
the Japanese American unions.

The amendment to the Constitution 
granting women the right to vote, 
and originally drafted by Susan B. 
Anthony five decades earlier, was 
passed by Congress.  It was ratified, 
and became the 19th Amendment, 
in 1920.

The Allies carried out a successful 
invasion of Europe, landing on 
Normandy beaches on June 6th, D-Day.  
This offensive successfully led to the 
defeat of Germany in May, 1945.  

1981

In Meritor Savings Bank v. Vinson, 
the US Supreme Court found that 
sexual harassment is a form of 
illegal job discrimination.

A new illness was identified among gay 
men and called “Gay-Related Immune 
Disease” but renamed Acquired Immune 
Deficiency Syndrome in 1982.  The AIDS 
pandemic has caused millions of death, 
with millions living with the infection.  

President Reagan fired 11,359 striking 
air-traffic controllers (PATCO) who 
ignored his order for them to return to 
work.  The breaking of the PATCO strike, a 
decline in manufacturing jobs and 
weakened protection from the National 
Labor Relations Board left many workers 
exposed and less likely to view strikes as 
a viable solution to seek change.

The US entered WWI April 6, 
1917. Twelve thousand 
Native Americans enlisted in 
the US Military despite not 
yet being recognized as 
American citizens.  The 
Industrial Workers of the 
World had 48 union meeting 
halls across the country 
raided and leaders charged 
with conspiring to hinder the 
draft and encourage 
desertion. 101 IWW leaders 
were found guilty and 
sentenced with jail time, thus 
closing the union.

On March 3, Los Angeles police used force to arrest Rodney King after a San Fernando 
Valley traffic stop. The beating of King was captured on videotape and broadcast widely 
prompting an investigation and subsequent trial of three officers. A year after, the 
verdict triggered a three day uprising in Los Angeles called the Rodney King Riot that 
results in over 50 people killed, over 2,000 injured and 8,000 arrested.The Soviet Union dissolved following the 

resignation of Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev, ending the Cold War. 

Indian Arts and Crafts Act was 
created to protect the artistic and 
intellectual property of Alaskan 
natives and American Indians.

The wage gap between corporate 
CEO’s and the average factory 
worker increased from 40 times in 
1980 to 93 times in 1989. 

The struggle of Rev. Ben Chavis and his supporters 
to block a toxic waste dump in Warren County, 
North Carolina launched a national campaign 
against environmental racism.

 A revolt broke out in New York State’s Attica Prison.  National Guard stormed 
the facility to take it back from the prisoners.  Forty-two people were killed, 
including 10 hostages.

Members of the American Indian 
Movement occupied Wounded Knee for 
71 days and highlighted the struggle 
between Native Americans and the US 
government, particularly in relation to 
land treaties.  This was one of several 
occupations by AIM during the 1970s.

Richard Nixon became the first 
President of the United States to 
resign from office, an action taken 
to avoid being removed by 
impeachment and conviction in 
response to his role in the 
Watergate Scandal. 

The Community Reinvestment Act encouraged lenders to invest in all segments of 
their communities and address the disinvestment in poor and minority 
neighborhoods caused by redlining.

1978

1978

Women’s Army Corps was abolished and women 
were integrated into the regular Army. 

In the decision in Oliphant v. 
Suquamish Indian Tribe, the 
US Supreme Court limited the 
scope and ability of Native 
American courts to try and 
punish non-natives who 
committed offenses on native 
territories.

Indian Child Welfare act was passed to protect Native 
Children and keep them connected to their tribes 
whenever possible. This came after a longstanding 
history of Native children being removed from their 
families and tribes.  

The US Supreme Court overturned state 
bans on abortion in the decision Roe vs. 
Wade. US government started coercively 
sterilizing Native American women, 
which continued until 1976.

1973News reports of the “Tuskegee Syphilis 
Study” led to condemnation of the 
research which had followed 399 black 
men with syphilis since 1932, blocking 
their access to treatment, even after 
penicillin was identified and became the 
treatment of choice.

Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act passed and 220 Native villages and twelve 
Regional Corporations received and divided the title for 40 million acres of land.

500,000 people in Washington DC, and 125,000 in San Francisco turned out to 
protest the war in Vietnam.  A few weeks later, a Harris poll claimed that 60% of 
the American people opposed the war.  

The United Farm Workers 
Association, the largest and most 
important farm worker union in 
the nation, was founded. 

The Stonewall Riots – a rebellion led by trans 
women of color against police violence and raids 
of gay bars such as The Stonewall Inn – marked 
the start of the modern gay rights movement in 
the US. 

After the arrest of cab driver John Smith, protests broke out in Newark, NJ, which 
turned violent.  The rebellion lasted for six days; 26 people died and hundreds were 
injured.  This was the beginning of a “long hot summer,” in which 159 so-called 
“race riots” broke out in cities across the US.  Those in Detroit and Newark were 
among the most serious. The Kerner Commission investigated the riots.  The most 
famous quote from its report warned, “Our nation is moving toward two societies, 
one black, one white—separate and unequal.”

The Voting Rights Act, a landmark piece of 
federal legislation, was enacted at the height 
of the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s.  
Congress also passed the Social Security Act, 
which established Medicaid, and 
desegregated hospitals. 

The Women’s Strike for Equality marched down Fifth Avenue.  
Multicultural women’s advancement associations emerged and 
within the next four years the following groups advocating on 
behalf of women urged equality in all spheres of society for all 
women: North American Indian Women’s Association, National 
Chicana Conference, National Conference of Puerto Rican 
Women, and the National Black Women’s Feminist Organization.

Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Fred Shuttlesworth, 
Ralph Abernathy, and 
others were arrested in 
Birmingham for parading 
without a permit.  King 
wrote his “Letter from a 
Birmingham Jail.” He 
delivered his famous 
speech, “I have a dream,” 
later that year at the 
March on Washington 

By the time World War II ended, 
between 55 and 80 million people had 
been killed, including the Holocaust – 
systematic killing of six million Jews, as 
well as members of some other religions, 
Roma, homosexuals, political opponents 
of Nazism, and the disabled. 

1970
Four students were killed 
by National Guardsmen 
during an anti-war 
demonstration at Kent 
State University.  This led 
to a nationwide boycott of 
colleges and universities.

1960

On June 19, the Poor Peoples Campaign brought 
50,000 demonstrators to Washington, DC.

 The United States 
dropped atomic bombs 
on the Japanese cities of 
Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. Over 129,000 
people were killed.  This 
led to the surrender of 
Japan and the end of the 
war. 

Martin Luther King, Jr., was 
assassinated in Memphis, TN, at 
the Lorraine Motel.  Rebellions 
erupted in major American cities, 
lasting for several days afterward.

Betty Friedan published Feminine 
Mystique, which re-awakened the 
women’s movement. 

On April 15, 150 black and white students 
gathered at Shaw University in Raleigh, 
North Carolina to form the Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee 
(SNCC).

1961
On May 24, A Freedom Riders bus 
was fire- bombed near Anniston, 
Alabama and the civil rights 
protestors were beaten by an 
angry mob of Ku Klux Klan 
members. Ten days later, Freedom 
Riders were arrested in Jackson, 
Mississippi for “disturbing the 
peace” after disembarking from 
their bus.

On September 4th, Governor Orville 
Faubus of Arkansas called out the 
National Guard to prevent black 
students from enrolling in Central 
High School.  President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower sent federal troops to 
Arkansas to provide safe passage in 
the high school for the Little Rock 
Nine. 

National Indian Health Service was 
formed, providing the main source of 
health care for Native Americans.

North Korea invaded South Korea, marking 
the beginning of the Korean War. The war 
paved the way for the development of 
stark economic, political, and social 
differences between the two Koreas.

The National Negro Labor Council was 
founded at its first Convention in Cincinnati, 
Ohio.  Viola Brown, one of the speakers, told 
the assembled black workers and their allies, 
““We in the South think that organized 
workers in this country must join with the 
worker in the South and accept their fair share 
of the responsibility for beating back the 
forces of reaction on the unorganized 
Southern front… We need not continue to be 
driven backwards in the South.  We need not 
let the South remain an unorganized base for 
us and an organized base for reaction and 
fascism.  We in the South believe turn can be 
made… if, together, we see that a turn must 
be made… and if together, North and South, 
we begin to make it.”

On July 26, 1948, President Harry S. Truman signed 
executive order 9981 establishing the President’s Committee 
on Equality of Treatment and Opportunity in the Armed 
Services, and committing the government to integrating the 
segregated military. 

Jackie Robinson broke the color 
barrier in baseball.

Congress passed the “Federal Housing Act” – more 
popularly known as “urban renewal” – which was 
designed to eliminate “blight” from American cities by 
cleaning downtown “slum” neighborhoods, often 
important African American ghetto neighborhoods.

On December 1st, Rosa Parks was 
arrested for refusing to give up her seat 
on a Montgomery bus.  This triggered 
the Montgomery Bus Boycott, one of the 
most important and difficult civil 
protests of the era.  African Americans in 
Montgomery boycotted the buses for 
381 days, until a Supreme Court ruling 
abolished segregation on the buses.

President Harry Truman announced the Truman Doctrine, 
which signaled the beginning of the Cold War.  Tension 
between the Western bloc and the Eastern bloc lasted until 
1991, when the Soviet Union collapsed.  The arms race had 
devastating effects on the US as well, siphoning off 
engineers and inventors to the war economy, and letting 
domestic competitiveness slip.  This contributed to the loss 
of industrial leadership and deindustrialization.

The United States Supreme Court issued 
the ruling in Brown vs. Topeka Board of 
Education, in which the Court argued that 
“separate is inherently unequal” and ruled 
that segregation was unconstitutional.

The Vietnam War began between North 
Vietnam, supported by the Soviet Union, 
China, and other communist allies, and South 
Vietnam, supported by the U.S., South Korea, 
and other anti-communist allies. The U.S. 
carried out a strategic bombing campaign 
against North Vietnam, among other 
atrocious human rights abuses. The public’s 
increased awareness of these barbaric tactics 
led to the largest anti-war movement in 
American history.

Battle of Hayes Pond: Armed 
Lumbee Indians attacked and 
defeated Klansmen during a KKK 
rally in Maxton, North Carolina. 

November 22, President John F. Kennedy was shot and killed 
by Lee Harvey Oswald while riding in a motorcade in Dallas, 
Texas. Vice President Lyndon B. Johnson was sworn in as 
president. 

President Johnson declared a “War on Poverty.”

The Industrial Workers 
of the World, IWW, was 
founded, to organize all 
workers without regard 
to gender, race, or skills.

Colorado labor wars started, a series of confrontations between the 
mill owners and the workers represented by the Western Federation 
of Miners. 

At this time, there were 284,000 children between the ages of 10-15 
participating in the workforce.  Mother Jones led a march of child 
factory workers demanding safer working conditions.

The first female labor union, the National Women’s Trade Union 
League, was founded. The Supreme Court ruled in 

Lone Wolf v. Hickcock that 
the federal government 
retains the right to annul 
any former treaties made 
with Native Americans.

Nine black youths were indicted in Scottsboro, Alabama, on charges of 
having raped two white women. Although the evidence was slim, the 
southern jury sentenced them to death. The Supreme Court overturned 
their convictions twice; each time Alabama retried them, finding them 
guilty. 4 of the Scottsboro boys were freed; but 5 were sentenced to long 
prison terms.

Hoover’s policies were repudiated by 
the landslide election of Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt in 1932.  Roosevelt 
promised a “New Deal.”

The Great Migration, a massive 
movement of African Americans from 
South to North, began. 

10,000 African Americans and supporters 
marched down 5th Avenue in NYC as part 
of a silent parade against lynching, race 
riots, and denial of rights, the first major 
civil rights demonstration of the 20th 
Century.

The conflict ended 
November 11th, 
Armistice Day.

1929
The U.S. stock market crashed. A period of 
deep economic despair known as the 
“Great Depression” followed. President 
Hoover said, “Any lack of confidence in the 
economic future or the basic strength of 
business in the United States is foolish.”  
Approximately 15 million people, which 
represented 25-33% of the labor force, 
were out of work. “Hoovervilles” sprang 
up, around the nation, shanty towns built 
by the unemployed and homeless 
masses.

In 1935, the Federal Home Loan Bank Board 
(FHLBB) asked Home Owners’ Loan 
Corporation (HOLC) to look at 239 cities and 
create “residential security maps” to indicate 
the level of security for real-estate 
investments in each surveyed city. These 
maps stratified cities by age of buildings and 
race and class of residents.  These “redlining” 
maps steered investment away from poor 
and minority areas, accelerating their decline.

The National Labor Relations Act gave 
employees the right to actively participate 
and solicit union representation. It also 
established the National Labor Relations 
Board to provide protection from unfair 
union practices.  

Some of the New Deal federal 
programs included the CCC, the CWA, 
the FSA, the NIRA, and the SSA. These 
programs included support for 
farmers, the unemployed, youth, and 
the elderly, as well as new constraints 
and safeguards on the banking 
industry and changes to the 
monetary system.

Germany invaded Poland, which 
precipitated the war between the Axis 
(Germany, Italy and Japan) and the Allies 
(Britain, France, Australia, Canada, New 
Zealand, India, the Soviet Union, China and 
[as of 1941] the United States of America).  

The Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 
established the 40-hour work week, 
outlawed child labor, and set a very low 
minimum wages of $0.25 per hour in 
the first year it was passed.

 In Florida, Trayvon Martin, (17) of Miami was shot 
dead by George Zimmerman (28), a white 
Neighborhood Watch captain while buying snacks at 
a nearby convenience store.

#BlackLivesMatter was created by three black women, 
Alicia Garza, Patrisse Cullors, and Opal Tometis, in 
response to the acquittal of Trayvon Martin’s murderer, 
George Zimmerman. 

In Charleston, S.C., Dylann 
Roof opened fire and killed 
nine people during a prayer 
meeting at a historic 
African American church. 

President Trump withdrew from the 
Paris Climate Accords;  NASA 
declared 2017 the second warmest 
year on record.

The Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity 
Reconciliation Act of 1996 was enacted to require 
individuals receiving federal cash benefits to obtain 
employment and remove the benefits after 2 years. 
This exposed the limited number of jobs available 
that might fulfill the mandate. In New York City 
alone, the existing rate of job growth at the time 
would take 24 years for the 470,000 adults on 
welfare to be employed. 

Seattle World Trade Organization Protests, or 
the Battle of Seattle, was a series of marches, 
direct actions and protests against 
globalization met with harsh police force. 

Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold opened fire at Columbine High 
School in Colorado, killing 13 people before committing suicide. 
The shooting sparked a national debate around gun control 
laws, school safety, and bullying.

19,000 engineers and professional workers were the 
first white-collar workers to participate in a strike to 
ensure salaries matched across all Boeing plants.

Four planes were hijacked in the largest ever terrorist attack on U.S. soil. 
Nearly 3,000 people die in the World Trade Center in New York City, the 
Pentagon in Arlington, Virginia, and a field near Shanksville, Pennsylvania. 

President George W. Bush announced 
airstrikes targeting Al Qaeda and the 
Taliban following the September 11th 
terrorist attacks. The war in 
Afghanistan began.

The United States invaded Iraq. The Bush 
administration declared that the objectives of the 
invasion included the seizure of weapons of mass 
destruction and the toppling of Saddam Hussein’s 
regime. Hussein was captured in December 2003 
but no weapons of mass destruction were ever 
found. 

Hurricane Katrina made landfall in New Orleans, Louisiana. The storm 
devastated the area, caused nearly 2,000 deaths and cost over $100 billion 
in damages. Delays in government response and mismanagement of the 
crisis are attributed to racial and class discrimination.

The subprime mortgage crisis led to the failure of 
numerous financial institutions in the U.S. and Europe. 
These events marked a critical stage in what would later 
be termed the Great Recession. Housing prices and 
income levels fell, with roughly 7 million Americans 
losing their jobs as a result.  

DHL, the German carrier corporation, closed its 
hub in Wilmington OH, eliminating 8,000 jobs and 
devastating the city.  One resident said, “Over in 
Wilmington, almost half the city was employed by 
DHL... My family actually ended up having to 
move to Tampa, Florida because my dad’s dad, my 
grandpa, had a position opening in a business over 
here.  But the rest of my family is still living in 
Wilmington… They all ended up unemployed and 
my aunt is the only one that’s really kind of staying 
afloat over there now. The whole town... just 
doesn’t have the life it had when I was younger. It 
just looks like a ghost town most of the time 
because the small businesses are all failing over 
there.”

The Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act was enacted, 
giving working women the right to sue over 
pay discrimination.

Matthew Shepard and James Byrd, Jr. 
Hate Crimes Prevention Act authorized 
federal prosecution of all racially 
motivated hate crimes. 

Communities concerned over threat to water 
safety and protection of tribal property rights 
organized protests against the Dakota Access 
Pipeline. The pipeline was approved for 
construction without the permission of the 
Standing Rock Sioux tribe.

US Supreme Court in “Parents Involved 
in Community Schools v. Seattle School 
District No.1” and “Meredith v Jefferson 
County Board of Education” ruled that 
race cannot be a factor in the 
determination of school assignments.

Hillary Rodham Clinton 
became the first woman to 
be nominated as a 
presidential candidate by a 
major party.  She ran 
against Donald Trump, 
winning the popular vote, 
but losing the electoral vote.  

Barack Hussein Obama became the first African 
American to be elected President of the United States.

A massive women’s march, the Women’s 
March on Washington, was organized for 
January 21, 2017, protesting Donald Trump’s 
policies.  Over 5 million people participated 
worldwide.  The “pink pussy hat” became the 
emblem of the protest, and the slogan, 
“Respect my existence or expect my 
resistance” became popular.

 On August 12th,  violence erupted in 
the college town of Charlottesville 
after hundreds of white nationalists 
and their supporters who gathered 
for a rally over plans to remove a 
Confederate statue were met by 
counter-protesters, leading Virginia’s 
governor to declare a state of 
emergency. In the aftermath, 
President Donald J. Trump says that 
there were “very fine people on both 
sides.”

President Donald J. Trump signed Executive Order 13769, 
which bars entry to citizens of seven Muslim-majority 
countries for 90 days. The American Civil Liberties Union 
and other legal groups immediately filed a request for an 
emergency stay of Executive Order 13769’s implementation. 
Their request was granted by U.S. District Judge Ann 
Donnelly of New York following mass protests at airports 
across the nation.

Vincent Chin, a 26 year-old Chinese 
American, was beaten to death by two 
white auto workers who thought he was 
Japanese and the cause of the declining 
auto industry in the US.  

The Committee of Industrial Unions was 
formed within the American Federation of 
Labor to organize unskilled workers in major 
industry.  It broke off from the AFL in 1938 and 
became the Congress of Industrial Unions.  
These unions organized all workers across 
industries, and included women and 
minorities.  A period of strikes and rapid 
organization followed.  As one sit-down strike 
started, the workers sent the message, “We’ve 
sat down!  Send someone over to organize 
us!” Union membership grew from 3 million in 
1933 to 5 million a decade later. 

1935

2011
Occupy Wall Street was the name given to a protest 
movement that began on September 17, 2011, in 
Zuccotti Park, located in New York City’s Wall Street 
financial district, receiving global attention and 
spawning the movement against economic 
inequality worldwide.

United States voted against the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

10
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This collage was created 
by a group responding 
to the 400 Years of 
Inequality timeline. You 
can find a link to the 
timeline on page 40.

11

Part 1 of this guide offers activities that help you tell your 
stories, practice listening and explore local history.  To map 
out meaningful stories within the ecology of inequality, we 
must learn to listen to the stories around us and the stories 
within us. 

Anthropologist Claude Levi-Strauss famously said “I am 
the place in which something has occurred.” We hope that 
these exercises and examples help you learn more about 
your history within the history of the places you live.

Images
11.,13. Starter Kit 2 
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12. Starter Kit 1 excerpt
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Massive Online Open Course (MOOC)
I’m amazed at how this course provided the very 
foundation, tools and data I needed to take on this 
very moment. 
- Jennifer Bowman, Member of the New School’s 
400 Years of Inequality course Fall 2019

Our Massive Online Open Course has six parts and 
uses video, text, audio, and activities to engage 
participants in thinking about their own histories, 
their places, and the types of observances they 
might want to host. The anti-racism committee at 
a synagogue in Massachusetts used the MOOC to 
prepare an anniversary observation, as did a class 
of graduate students at The New School who held 
observances in a variety of places from Las Vegas to 
Long Island.  

K-12 Curriculum
Dr. Erika Kitzmiller of Teachers College at Columbia 
University worked with our team to create a K-12 
curriculum. A social studies teacher in Orange, 
New Jersey used the curriculum with his students 
and they created poetry, presentations, and a film 
about their city. 

Starter Kits
Our two starter kits are online workbooks that can 
be used by individuals or groups who want to learn 
more about the project and begin planning obser-
vances. Starter kits include meditations, obser-
vance examples, and activities that are simple and 
powerful. 



44 45

Images
14., 15. Symposium 3,   
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    Read in Orange: Voices 
    of a People’s History. 
    Photos by Aubrey 
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Meditation and Mindfulness
Angel Acosta collaborated with flautist Marguax 
Simmons to create a Seven Generations Meditation, 
which we offered at workshops and symposiums, 
as well as on our website. Angel has taught us how 
contemplative practices enable us to be present for 
this extremely challenging anniversary.
 
Poster Gallery
We created a poster gallery that we made available 
on our website for those wishing to take an imme-
diate visible action.  The posters placed side by side 
a moment in history and a contemporary moment. 
Each features a quote from a civil rights leader.

Readings from Voices of a People’s History 
We recorded many people reading from Voices of 
a People’s History. The point of this was to help 
people connect to the feeling of the history and its 
importance. The UofO hosted a community potluck 
and participants took turns reading their selection 
from Voices. 14 16
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Getting the 
word out
PART 5

Workshops, Webinars, and Presentations 

Our team offered workshops around the country.  
Here are the places we went and the conferences 
we participated in:

2016
Henry Cohen Lecture The New School, 
New York, NY

2017
World Fellowship Center, Albany, NH
The New School Curriculum Disruption, 
New York, NY
Power of Storytelling, Bucharest, Romania
TEDxMidAtlantic, Washington, D.C.
Center for Place-Based Initiatives, Dell Medical 
School, Austin, TX

2018
DS4SI Black History Month, Boston, MA 
French National Foundation for the Memory of 
Slavery, Nantes, France
Farm & Wilderness Summer Camps, Plymouth, VT
UU Fellowship of the Eastern Slopes, Tamworth, NH
World Fellowship Center, Albany, NH
PolicyLink Equity Summit, Chicago, IL
New York City Department of Health, New York, NY

2019
UofO Jan Term, Orange, NJ 
“From Inequality to a Just Future” Lecture, Pratt 
Manhattan, New York, NY
Citizen Artist Salon with USDAC, Webinar
Presentation at Ford Foundation, New York, NY
South by Southwest, Austin, TX
St. Ann’s Church, Brooklyn, NY
National Conference on Public History, 
New Haven, CT
Montclair UU Church Women’s History Month, 
Montclair, NJ
CLIMB workshop at Sugar Hill Children’s Museum 
(Harlem), New York, NY
Teachers College Conference: Teaching in Trying 
Times, New York, NY
EDRA50, Brooklyn, NY
New Haven Arts and Ideas Festival, New Haven, CT
Planners Network NYC: Resisting Displacement and 
Dispossession, Brooklyn, NY
LA Music Center, Los Angeles, CA
Breadloaf Writers Workshop, Ripton, VT
House Lives Matter Convening, Schomburg Center, 
New York, NY
World Fellowship Center, Albany, NH
Jackson Medical Mall, Jackson, MI 
Healthy Regions Planning Exchange, Regional Plan 
Association, Webinar
DS4SI inPUBLIC Festival, Boston, MA

Valentine Museum, Richmond, VA
Kansas City Urban League, Kansas City, MO
Kelly Strayhorn Theater, Pittsburgh, PA
Antennae Arts Group, New Orleans, LA
Riverside Church workshop, New York, NY
Regional Arts Commission, St. Louis, MO
National Trust for Historic Preservation Annual 
Meeting, Denver, CO
National Healthy Start Association Annual Meeting, 
Washington DC
The New School Collaboratory, New York, NY
Hindsight Conference, New York, NY

*Hub Cities Tour workshops, webinars and 
presentations.

2020
Artist Talkback, La Mama Theater, New York, NY
Workshop for Project for Psychiatric Outreach to 
the Homeless at Manhattan Outreach Consortium, 
New York, NY
The Essential Life: Workers, Organizers, and Solidar-
ity Partners, Webinar
Why We Fight: Voices from the Struggle for Health 
Justice, Online Event
People’s Platform for Equity Workshop, 
Online Event

Images
20. Molly Rose Kaufman    
    at Pratt Manhattan, 
    February 2019. Photo by 
    Jacqueline Castañeda
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Images
21. CLIMB workshop 
    at Sugar Hill Children’s  
    Museum, April 2019. 
    Photo by Team
22. EDRA50, May, 2019. 
    Photo by Team
23. Futuremakers by 
    Kelly Strayhorn Theater, 
    September 2019. Photo 
    by Jacqueline Castañeda
24. LA Music Center, 
    June 2019. Photo by Tim    
    Nottage
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Images
25. World Fellowship
    Center. Photo by Team
26. 400 YOI Logo 
    1619-2019 version by 
    Pam Shaw
27. Kansas City Urban   
    League. Photo by Mindy  
    Fullilove
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” “I CHOOSE TO BELIEVE THAT ON THIS 
400TH ANNIVERSARY, THAT THE 
AMERICA WHICH HAS NEVER BEEN 
YET, MAY NEVERTHELESS STILL BE. 
TOGETHER WITH PEOPLE FROM EVERY 
RACE, CREED, COLOR, AND SEXUALITY, 
I AM COMMITTED TO WORKING WITH 
YOU ALL TO BUILD A MORAL FUSION 
COALITION IN THE 21ST CENTURY.  IS 
THERE ANYBODY ELSE IN HERE READY 
TO BUILD?” 

- REVEREND BARBER



Part 6
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Images
28. Symposium 3, March 
    15, 2019. Photo by  
    Jacqueline Castañeda
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The response
PART 6

People around the nation worked with their 
neighbors, colleagues, friends, co-congregants, and 
family members to plan observances of all kinds.  
They ranged from ringing church bells to dance 
performances to panels to neighborhood walks 
to candlelight vigils.  We have been in touch with 
approximately 150 observance organizers.  Here are 
some highlighted events.

Symposium 3: A People’s Observance for a 
Just Future
For our third annual symposium our team decid-
ed that we would host an observance. The event 
featured an interactive poetry writing workshop, 
a presentation by Colony in Crisis, a film screening 
of Harvest of Loneliness, music performances by the 
Music City program of UofO, and a guided medi-
tation. The day closed with a performance of “The 
Cotton Series,” a performance piece using dance 
and film about young black women’s reflections on 
their lived experience. Many attendees went on to 
host their own observances, including Audrey Dimo-
la of the Socrates Sculpture Garden (below).

The Fifth Annual Juneteenth Celebration: All 
American Freedom Day, Carnegie Hall, New York 
CIty, NY
The Foundation for the Healing of the Nations, 
founded by Reverend James Forbes, held its annu-

al Juneteenth Celebration at Carnegie Hall. Their 
program stated: 

Juneteenth commemorates our nation’s true 
Independence Day—the day when all members 
of the newly formed Union were declared free. 
This year also marks the 400th anniversary of 
the arrival of the first Africans in the English 
colonies. On June 19th, we gather in the spirit of 
strengthening our efforts to demand justice for 
all. This evening recognizes and highlights the 
contributions of African Americans since 1619.  

Performers, speakers, and contributors included: 
Rev. Dr. James A. Forbest, Soledad O’Brien, Bill 
Moyers, Wycliffe Gordon, Cyrus Chestnut Trio, 
Ebony Ecumenical Ensemble, Joseph Joubert, 
Harlem Chamber Players, Fresh 2 Life Drummers, 
Juneteenth Mass Choir, Mark Miller, Bree Newsome 
Bass, Bishop Michael Curry, and Carmen Perez.
 
Afterlives of the Black Atlantic, Allen Memorial 
Art Museum, Oberlin College, Oberlin, OH
In 2016 Mindy Fullilove raised the issue of the 
upcoming anniversary with Oberlin professor 
Matthew Francis Rarey. In 2017, he mentioned his 
interest to Andrea Gyorody, the recentlyhired cura-
tor of modern and contemporary art at Oberlin’s art 
museum. They worked with arts and other faculty, 
and students to produce an exhibition entitled 

“Afterlives of the Black Atlantic.” It opened on Au-
gust 20, 2019. It was profiled in Hyperallergic. Their 
local NPR station, WKSU, did a write-up and set of 
interviews. The show won the 2020 Association of 
Art Museum Curators’ Award for Excellence for an 
exhibition from an organization with an operating 
budget under $5 million. 
 
Professor Rarey reported:

The show has been transformative on campus, 
generated countless new conversations, and was 
the full work of a wide community of faculty and 
students. At the same time, the show’s themes 
have taken on, we think, a new urgency as we see 
Black and brown communities disproportionately 
impacted by COVID, and for reasons easily linked 
back to 1619. Andrea and I have been working 
on ways to engage those themes in remote class 
visits, etc. The work does not end, nor should it, 
and we know there’s more to do.
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Hike The Heights 15 - 400 Years of Inequality
On June 1st, CLIMB held their 15th annual Hike the 
Heights event as a 400 Years of Inequality place-
based observance. This event brought together 
neighbors and community organizations for a day 
of walking, art making, food, and fun. Hike the 
Heights is an annual community hike and celebra-
tion in northern Manhattan parks that promotes 
the use of the Giraffe path, an urban trail that 
connects Central Park to the Cloisters. This fami-
ly-friendly event invites New Yorkers to explore and 
celebrate the area’s natural treasures by combin-
ing physical activity, art, and fun. Tony Gonzalez, 
an organizer of CLIMB and artist at the Sugar Hill 
Children’s Museum, made a 400 Years of Inequal-
ity “Tree of Life,” using a giraffe for the trunk and 
hula hoop tubing for the branches. People were 
invited to add leaves, and on the leaves to “write a 
comment about the challenges of your own family’s 
‘tree’ or make a wish for yourself, your community, 
or the world.”

The Cotton Series
As part of The New School’s centennial celebration, 
choreographer, visual artist, and The New School 
alumna Havanna Fisher produced The Cotton Series, 
a multimedia project and body of dance work that 
explores Black women’s relationship with food, 
Black men, family, community, love, and contribu-
tions to the United States. The Cotton Series also 
functions as a collective of Black women who main-
tain friendship and build community outside of the 
art they produce. The choreography is set in front 
of a row of cotton plants, and in addition to adorn-
ing the elegant costumes designed by Fisher, pieces 
of cotton are used throughout as artifacts of soft-
ness, pain, play, and defiance. In the very last piece, 
members of the audience are invited onstage to 
dance with the performers in a joyous affirmation 
of life, “electric sliding” into the future. This perfor-
mance featured dancers Mariama Noguera-Devers, 
Havanna Fisher, Jean Wakati, Isabella Jackson, 
Diana Uribe, and Na’ilah Harris, and videography/
editing by Maria J. Hackett and Barbara E. Byrd.

From the Heights to Union Square: Hiking for a 
Just Future
On Saturday, October 12th, the Uptown Team 
Dreamers, CLIMB/Hike the Heights, and 400 Years 
of Inequality organizers joined families from up-
town Manhattan in a march all the way to Union 
Square, where we displayed the 400 Years Timeline.  
Along the way, marchers stopped for photos and 
reflections at the statues of Harriet Tubman and 
Frederick Douglass, as well as at the Kehinde Wiley 
sculpture being displayed in Times Square.
 
400 Years of Inequality: A People’s Observance 
at Socrates Sculpture Park
On Saturday, October 12th, people of all ages 
gathered for a teach-in with artist Shaun Leonardo 
in collaboration with The Baccalaureate School for 
Global Education (BSGE) and Iyapo Repository. By 
imagining future technology that could serve the 
purpose of equality, Iyapo Repository led a creative 
exercise that generated many ideas and demon-
strated the power and capability of our own imagi-
nations to create the world we want to live in.
 
Shining Lights in the Lingering Night
The New School’s College of Performing Arts, in 
conjunction with the 400 Years of Inequality Orga-
nizing Committee and The Cooper Union for the 
Advancement of Science and Art, produced Shining 
Lights in the Lingering Night, an evening of readings 
and live music observing the struggle for equality 
in the United States. The evening featured readings 
from Howard Zinn and Anthony Arnove’s documen-
tary history, Voices of a People’s History, performed 
by students from the School of Drama with special 
guests, Kathleen Chalfant, John Douglas Thompson, 
David Beach, and Sanjit De Silva, as well as musical 
performances by students from the School of Jazz 
and Contemporary Music. 
 

Image
29. TheCotton Series 
    Photo by Maria J. Hackett
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NOMA ‘19: Believe the Hype / Legacy Community 
Service Project
On Wednesday October 16th, the National Organi-
zation for Minority Architects (NOMA) and Black-
Space NYC hosted an observance at the Weeksville 
Heritage Center in Brooklyn, a museum dedicated 
to preserving the history of Weeksville, Brooklyn, 
one of many free African-American communities 
in 19th-century America. The workshop occurred 
on the first day of NOMA’s 47th National Con-
ference ”Believe the Hype: A Global Industry of 
Change Agents” and included a workshop with 
middle school students from the Mott Hall Bridges 
Academy in Brownsville, Brooklyn. The workshop 
and conference took place at Weeksville Heritage 
Center, a museum dedicated to preserving the 
history of Weeksville, Brooklyn, one of many free 
African-American communities in pre-Civil War 
America. 
 
Inwood Candlelight Vigil & Community Potluck
Upper Manhattan Interfaith Leaders Coalition, 
Justice, Peace, and Integrity of Creation Group at 
Church of the Good Shepherd, Regiven Environmen-
tal Project, and Nadema Agard of Red Earth studio 
organized a candlelight vigil for Native Americans 
and enslaved Africans at the entrance to Inwood 
Hill Park at Isham and Seaman Streets, the site of 
an African burial ground. Prayer from the Abraham-
ic faiths and a Nigerian burial ceremony honored 
the land and the people buried there, and freedom 
songs kept participants warm on a chilly October 
evening before heading inside for a community 
dinner. 
 
400 Years Inequality: Breaking the Cycle of 
Systemic Racism, Boston University School of 
Public Health, Boston, Massachusetts
This Dean’s Symposium aimed to use the anniversa-
ry of 1619 to “discuss how we can disrupt systemic 
racism, with forward-looking and solution-driven 
discussions.” The keynote address was given by 
Cornell William Brooks, Professor of the Practice 

Stolen Hands, Stolen Lands:  
From 1619 to a Just Future
The 400 Years of Inequality National Organizers 
partnered with Union Theological Seminary and The 
Riverside Church to host a moving event with song, 
dance, music, speeches from history, and a fiery 
sermon delivered by Rev. Dr. William J. Barber II.
 
The evening began with a procession of clergy led 
by dancer and choreographer Rev. Melville Miller 
accompanied by the drumming of Hasan Bakr, Vic-
tor See Yuen, and Chioneso Bakr. 
Rev. Ken Alston’s soulful rendition of “Wade in the 
Water” echoed through the nave and through our 
bodies before Rev. Michael Livingstone welcomed 
the congregation, followed by Rev. Fred Davie 
of Union Theological Seminary leading us in the 
opening prayer.  Next, our own Dr. Mindy Fullilove 
framed the event and introduced the origins of the 
400 Years of Inequality project.
 
The event featured rituals and prayers from Dr. 
Aliou Niang, Chief Dwayne Perry of the Ramapough 
Lenape, Hon. Ruth Messinger, Dr. Debbie Almontas-
er, and Rev. Kevin VanHook. Musicians Joey Guidre 
(Bassoon) and Salieu Suso (Kora) performed unique 
compositions. Angel Acosta led a “seven genera-
tions” meditation accompanied by Margaux Sim-
mon’s flute. An ensemble of chorus members—Dr. 
Sandra Montes, Dr. Robert Fullilove, Molly Kaufman, 
Robin Reese, Gia Love, Destyn Martin, Michael Rob-
erson, and Dr. Aliou Niang—read powerful speech-
es and statements from people who have led the 
call for justice and coalition throughout America’s 
history. 
 
Introduced by the joyous and strong voices of 
gospel singers Yara Allen and Rev. Shyrl Uzzell, 
Rev. Barber took to the pulpit and explained how 
“bad biology, sick sociology, political pathology, evil 
economics, corruptible courts, militia madness, and 
heretical ontology...are the seven sins that un-
der-girded the system of slavery.”  

of Public Leadership and Social Justice at Harvard 
Kennedy School.
 
Panel discussions were held on Housing and 
Education, followed by an address from 400 Years 
National Organizer Robert Fullilove, Associate Dean 
of Community and Minority Affairs at Columbia 
Mailman School of Public Health, and an Activist 
Lab from Artist-In-Residence Rhodessa Jones, Co-Ar-
tistic Director of Cultural Odyssey and Director of 
THE MEDEA PROJECT.
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30. NOMA ‘19: Believe the 
    Hype / Legacy 
    Community Service  
    Project. Photo by Carlos 
    Neira
31. Sermon delivered by 
    Rev. Dr. William J. 
    Barber II at Riverside 
    Church. Photo by The 
    Riverside Church



66 67

Reverend Barber outlined the barbarism, evil, and 
hypocrisy of the system of chattel slavery and colo-
nialism that built our nation’s wealth at the expense 
of the many, and called on each of us to join him in 
a moral movement to end inequality saying:      “I 
choose to believe that on this 400th anniversary, 
the America which has never been yet, may nev-
ertheless still be. Together with people from every 
race, creed, color, and sexuality, I am committed to 
working with you all to build a moral fusion coali-
tion in the 21st century.  Is there anybody else in 
here ready to build?” 
 
The evening ended with closing prayer from Rev. 
Dr. James Forbes; Gia Love read an excerpt from the 
words of Harriet Tubman and led the recessional. 
 
 
Remembering Rosa: A Concert for Peace
On December 5, 2019, the University of Orange’s 
Music City program organized their annual concert 
series as a 400 Years of Inequality observance. “Re-
membering Rosa” is a free community concert that 
brings together school choirs, church choirs, civic 
leaders, neighbors, and residents to celebrate the 
power of community and music, and to remember 
and recognize leaders like Rosa Parks, whose shoul-
ders we all stand on. 
 
With remarks and reflections from Orange Mayor 
Dwayne Warren and local teachers, school adminis-
trators, and religious leaders, the concert celebrat-
ed the capacity for everyone to be forces of positive 
change in Orange, NJ. The 400 Years of Inequality 
statement of observance was read in English, 
Spanish, and Haitian Kreyol, a representation of the 
diverse local community. Queen Mother Imakhu led 
the audience in a libation ceremony, and students 
spoke about their elementary work engaging with 
civic responsibility and the 400 Years of Inequality 
project. 
 
In honor of the observance, a brand new choir—Or-
ange’s Intergenerational Community Choir—was 

formed with the support of 400 Years of Inequali-
ty. Their first performance at Remembering Rosa 
featured the premiere of an original composition 
by Dr. Marguax Simmons. Their rendition of “Ain’t 
Gonna Let Nobody Turn Me Round” left an indelible 
impression on all who had the privilege of hearing 
it.  

32

”“WE’VE ALL FELT THAT THERE’S SOME 
SENSE OF HEALING, EVEN IN OUR 
SMALL GROUP OF JUST BEING OPEN 
AND HONEST AND BEING ABLE TO TALK 
ABOUT RACE WITH INTEGRITY. ONCE WE 
CAN GET OUR HOUSE IN ORDER, WE CAN 
HOLD MORE SPACE FOR MORE PEOPLE 
AND BRING MORE PEOPLE INTO THIS 
SENSE, INTO THIS DYNAMIC, INTO THE 
CONVERSATION.” 

- SARAH TOWNLEY, INWOOD

Images
32. Map of Observances



”IN THE WEEKS AFTER THAT MEETING, 
WE WATCHED THE DEVASTATING IMPACT 
OF COVID-19 ON MINORITY AND POOR 
COMMUNITIES, AS WELL AS THE MASSIVE 
UPRISINGS AGAINST POLICE BRUTALITY. 
THIS HAS REINFORCED THE NEED FOR 
A DEEP UNDERSTANDING OF HISTORY 
AS THE FRAME FOR ALL OUR CURRENT 
CHALLENGES. 



Part 7
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Images
33. “What we are for” Collage from 
    Finding What We’re FOR and Fighting 
    for What We Love Workshop, 
    April 2020
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400 on our minds
PART 7

In 2020, our goal was to explore how we use our 
knowledge and tools around historical grounding, 
place-based work and collective healing to inform 
and support organizing efforts and develop a 
People’s Platform for Equity. As part of our devel-
opment of the platform, the University of Orange 
devoted its annual Jan Term event to the task. 
UofO’s team hosted the first iteration of the work-
shop entitled “Finding What We’re FOR and Fighting 
for What We Love.” The workshop carried forward 
practices our team had cultivated during our ob-
servances and outreach phases, including reading 
from Voices of a People’s History and reflecting on 
and learning from the timeline. We worked with 
Dominic Moulden, the UofO Fellow for Program 
and Coalition, to engage participants in thinking 
through how being grounded in our history and 
places strengthens our organizing work.

From that point we planned to launch more work-
shops on the People’s Platform and center it in our 
fourth annual spring symposium, which we planned 
to hold at The New School. The COVID-19 pandemic 
was recognized as sweeping New York just at that 
time. We moved our symposium online, reorganiz-
ing it in two parts to respect the demands of the 
new Zoom world.  

During Part 1 of our symposium we shared lessons 
from 400 Years of Inequality observances.  We were 
joined by observance organizers including Brian 
Tate who planned a massive event at the Brooklyn 
Public Library, Sierra Lewandowski, an organizer 
of a storytelling walk in Brooklyn, and Ricky Tuck-
er, a 400YOI team member and a member of the 
Staff on Race committee at the New School. Robert 
Sember shared lessons from Bishop William Barber. 
During Part 2 of the symposium, we used  Zoom 
whiteboards to lead the Finding What We’re FOR 
and Fighting for What We Love workshop.  Dominic 
Moulden closed the symposium by talking about 
collective recovery and moral fusion coalition 
organizing.  He encouraged everyone to join a mass 
social movement but most importantly to connect 
with their neighbors.

In the weeks after that meeting, we watched the 
devastating impact of COVID-19 on minority and 
poor communities, as well as the massive uprisings 
against police brutality. This has reinforced the 
need for a deep understanding of history as the 
frame for all our current challenges.  Roisin Davis, 
of Voices of a People’s History, asked the team to 
collaborate in the production of an online produc-
tion featuring readings of voices in the struggle 

for health justice. Performers, historians, activists, 
and public health professionals—such as poet 
Staceyann Chin, actor Laura Gomez, comedian Hari 
Kondabolu, executive director of National Nurse 
United Bonnie Castillo, and public health advisor to 
the Poor People’s Campaign Dr. Sharrelle Barber—
read writings, speeches, and narratives of people 
from history who have fought for health equity 
or led popular movements around health. With 
outreach support from the National Nurses Unit-
ed, the live event was watched by over a thousand 
people across the world, and thousands more have 
watched the program and excerpted videos from it.

In the unexpected events of spring 2020, we deep-
ened our appreciation of history as a tool for creat-
ing a just society.  As one of the Inwood organizers 
said:

Because of all the good work of 400 Years, we 
held a moving event on Juneteenth [2020]. People 
showed up to pray and sing and be together in 
grief and hope. They stood with strangers and 
neighbors reciting names of people killed, pledging 
to end white supremacy and feeling part of a 
hopeful direction.

 



BEING ABLE TO HOLD THAT SPACE [THE 
OBSERVANCE] PREPARED ME FOR THIS 
MOMENT, THIS RACIAL RECKONING 
TODAY.” 

- LOURDES RODRIQUEZ, SENIOR 
PROGRAM OFFICER FOR WOMEN’S 
HEALTH AT THE ST. DAVID’S FOUNDATION

”



Thanks!
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FUNDERS

Thanks!

SPECIAL THANKS 
AND GRATITUDE 

TO ALL OF THOSE 
WHO TOOK UP THE CALL: 
THE ORGANIZERS OF 400 

YEARS OF INEQUALITY 
OBSERVANCES
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